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reckoning of time shall be longer still ; 
and thus there shall be the reckoning of 
the time of one planet above another, 
until thou come nigh unto Kolob, which 
Kolob is after the reckoning of the Lord’s 
time; which Kolob is set nigh unto the 
throne of God, to govern all those pla- 
nets which belong to the same order of 
that upon which thou standest. And it 
is given unto thee to know the set time 
of all the stars that are set to give light, 
_ thou come near unto the throne of 


' 19. Thus I, Abraham, talked with the 
Lord, face to face, as one man talketh 
with another; and he told me of the 
works which his hands had made; and 


he said unto me, my son, my son, and his 


hand was stretched out, behold I will 
show you all these. And he put his 
d upon mine eyes, and I saw those 


things which his hands had made, which 


were many; and they multiplied before 
mine ye and I could not see the end 
thereof: and he said unto me this is 
Shinehah, which is the sun. And he 
said unto me, Kokob, which is star. 
And he said unto me, Olea, which is the 
moon. And he said unto me, Kokau- 
beam, which signifies stars, or all the 
great lights, which were in the firma- 
ment of heaven. And it was in the 
night time when the Lord spake these 
words unto me, I will multiply thee, and 
thy seed after thee, like unto these; and 
if thou canst count the number of sands 
so shall be the number of thy seeds. 

20. And the Lord said unto me, Abra- 


ham, I show these things unto thee be- 


fore ye go into Egypt, that ye may de- 
dine: these If things 
exist, and there be one above the other, 
there shall be greater things above them; 
therefore Kolob is the greatest of all 
the Kokaubeam that thou hast seen, be- 
cause it is nearest unto me. Now, if 


* there be two things, one above the other, 


and the moon be above the earth, then 
it may pele or a star may 
exist above it, and there is nothing that 
the Lord thy God shall take in his heart 
to do but what he will do it. Howbeit 
that he made the greater star, as, also, 
if there be two spirits, and: one shall 
be more intelligent than the other, yet 
these two spirits, notwithstanding one is 
more intelligent than the other, yet they 
have no beginning, they existed before, 
they shall have no end, they shall exist 


after, for they are gnolaum or eternal. 

21 And the Lord said unto me, these 
two facts do exist, that there are two 

irits, one being more intelligent than 
the other—there shall be another more 
intelligent than they: I am the Lord 
thy God, I am more intelligent than 
they all. The Lord thy God sent his 
angel to deliver thee from the hands of 
the priest of Elkenah. I dwell in the 
midst of them all; I, now, therefore, 
have come down unto thee, to deliver 
unto thee the works which my hands 
have made, wherein my wisdom excelleth 
them all, for I rule in the heavens above, 
and in the earth beneath, in all wisdom 
and prudence, over all the intelligences 
thine eyes have seen from the beginnings 
I came down in the beginning in the 
midst of all the intelligences thou hast 


seen. 

22. Now the Lord had shewn unto 
me, Abraham, the intelligences that 
were organized before the world was; 
and among all these there were many of 
the noble and great ones; and God saw 
these souls that they were good, and he 
stood in the midst of them, and he said, 
these I will make my rulers; for he 
stood among those that were spirits, and 
he saw that they were ; and he 
said unto me, Abraham, thou art one of 
them, thou wast chosen before thou wast 
born. And there stood one among them 
that was like unto God, and he said unto 
those who were with him, we will go 
down, for there is space there, and we 
will take of these materials, and we will 
make an earth whereon these may dwell; 
and we will prove them herewith, to see 
if they will do all things whatsoever the 
Lord their God shall command them; 
and they who keep their first estate, 
shall be added upon; and they who 
keep not their first estate, shall not have 
glory in the same kingdom with those 
who keep their first estate ; and they who 
keep their second estate, shall have 
glory added upon their heads forever and 
ever. 

23. And the Lord said, who shall I 
send? And one answered like unto the 
son of man, here am I, send me. And 
another answered and said, here am I, 
send me. And the Lord said, I will send 
the first. And the second was angry, 
and kept not his first estate, and, at that 


day, many followed after him. And 


then the Lord said, let us go down; and 


| 
| 
| 
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went down at the beginning, and 
ized and formed (that the 

) the heavens and theearth. And 
the earth, after it was formed, was empty 
and desolate, because they had not form- 
ed anything but the earth; and darkness 
reigned upon the face of the deep, and 
the spirit of the Gods was brooding upon 
the of the water. 

24. And they said (the Gods) let there 
be light, and there was light. And 
they, the Gods, comprehended the light, 
for it was bright ; and they divided the 
light, or caused it to be divided from the 
darkness, and the Gods called the light 


day, and the night. 


And it came to pass that from the even- 
ing until morning called night ; and 
from the morning until the evening, they 
called day ; and this was the first, or the 


ae of that which they called day 


night. 
25. And the Gods also said, let there 
be an in the midst of the waters, 


and it shall divide the waters from the 
waters. And the Gods ordered the 
so that it divided the waters 


come up dry, 
they ordered; and the Gods pronounced 
the earth dry, and the togeth- 
er of the waters, pronounced they great 
waters: and the Gods saw that they 
Gods said, let 
us prepare oe forth grass ; 
the herb yielding seed; the fruit tree 
yiel ose seed 
im i ‘aie 
ordered. And the Gods organized the 
earth to bring forth grass from its own 


i 


ul 


er the earth, — was 80. And 
two ights, 
the greater light to rule the day, and the 
lesser light to rule the night; with the 
lesser light he set the stars also; and 
in the of the 
heavens, to light upon the earth, 
and to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to cause to divide the light 
from the darkness. ‘And the Gods 
watched those thi which they had 
ordered until they obeyed. And it 
came to pass, that, it was from eveni 
until morning that it was night; 
it came to pass that it was from morn- 
ing until evening that it was day, 
it was the fourth time. 

28. And the Gods said, let us 
the waters to bring forth abundantly 
moving creatures that hath life ; 
the fowl, that they may fly above 
earth. in the open of 


EF 

He 


saw that they would be obeyed, 
their plan was . And the 
said, we will bless them, and cause : 
to be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
cause the fowl to multiply in the earth. 
And it came to pass t 
evening until morning that they called 
night ; and it came to pass that it was 


from morning until evening that they 


called day, and it was the fifth time. 
29. And the Gods the earth 
to the living creature after 
his kind, cattle and creeping things, and 
beast of the earth after their kind ; and 
it was 80 as they had said. And the Gods 


“organized the earth to bring forth the 


- 


— 


a ~ 


Gods saw that they were obeyed. And 
it came to pass that they numbered the 
days; from the evening until the morn- 
ing they called night; and it came to 
pass, from the morning until the — 
they called day, and it was the thi 
time. 

27. And the Gods organized the lights 
in the expanse of the heaven, and caused 
them to divide the day from the night ; 
and organized them to be for signs and 
for seasons, and for days and for years; 
and organized them to be for lights in 
the expanse of the heaven, to give light 

yhich were under the expanse, from the : 
waters which were above the expanse ; 
and it was so, even as they ordered. 
And the Gods called the expanse, heaven. 
And it came to pass that it was from 
evening until morning that they called 
night; and it came to pass that it was 
from morning’ until evening that they 
called day; and this was the second 
time that my caHed night and day. 

26. And the Gods ordered, saying, 
let the waters under the heaven bona 
ered untd one place, and let the 

a fo after their kind. And the Gods 

Ww could only brin 
same in itself, after Ins kind 
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after their kind, and after 
ir kind, and ev i creepeth 
upon the earth fr toe kind ; and 
the Gods saw they would obey. And 
the Gods took counsel among themselves 
ahd said, let us go down and form man 
in our image, our likeness, and we 
will give them dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
and over 
and over ev creepin 
went down to organize man in their own 
image, in the image of the Gods to form 
they him, male and female, to form they 
them: and the Gods said we will bless 
them. And the Gods said we will cause 
them to be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it, and 
to have dominion over fish of the 
sea, and the 
over every living thing that moveth upon 
the cart And the Gods —_ behold ! 
we will give them ev ere | 
seed that shall come been the face of 
.the earth, and every tree which shall 
have fruit upon it, yea, the fruit of the 
oe seed to them we will give it, 
it shall be for their meat; and to ev 
beast of the earth, and to every fowl of 
the air, and to ev 
a d! we will give them 
ife, and also we will give to them every 
green herb for meat, and all these thin 
shall be thus ized. And the G 
‘said we will do every thing that we have 
said, and organize them; and, behold! 
they shall be very obedient. And it 
came to pass that it was from evening 
-until morning they called night; and it 
-came to pass that it was from morning 
until evening they called day, and they 
numbered the sixth time. 

30. And thus we will finish the hea- 
vens and the earth, and all the hosts of 
them. And the Gods said among them- 
selves, on the seventh time we will end 
our work which we have counselled ; 
and we will rest on the seventh time 
from all our work which we have coun- 
selied. And the Gods concluded upon 
the seventh time, because, that on the 
seventh time they would rest from all 
their works which they, the Gods, coun- 
selled among themselves to form, and 
sanctified it. And thus were their de- 
cisions at the time that they counselled 
among themselves to form the heavens 
and theearth. And the Gods came down 


the air, and. 


not eat of it, 


not 
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and formed these the ions of the 
heavens and. of the earth, when they 
were formed in the day that the Gods 
formed the earth and heavens, ac- 
cording to all that which they had said 
concerning every plant of the field before 
it was in the earth, and every herb of 
the field before it grew; for the Gods 
had not caused it to rain = the 
earth when they counselled to do them, 
and had not formed a man to till the 
ground ; but there went up a mist from 
the earth and watered the whole face of 
the ground. And the Gods formed man 
from the dust of the ground, and took 
his spirit, that is the man’s iri and 
put it into him, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and man be- 
came a living soul. 

31. And the Gods planted a garden, 
eastward in Eden, and there they put the 
man, whose 
body, which they had formed. And out 
dieamvend made the Gods to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food: the tree of life, also, 
in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of knowledge, of goodand evil. There 
was a river out of Eden, to 
water the en, and from thence it was 

and became into four heads. And 
the Gods took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden, to dress it and to keep 
it: and Gods the 
saying, of every tree of the garden thou 
but. of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
r in the time that thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die. 
Now I, Abraham, saw that it was after 
the Lord’s time, which was after the 
time of Kolob ; for as yet the Gods had 
inted unto Adam his reckoning. 

82. And the Gods said, let us 
an help meet for the man, for it is not 
good that the man-should be alone, 
therefore we will form an help meet for 
to fall upon Adam ; and he slept, 
they took one of his ribs, and closed up 
the flesh in the stead thereof, and the 
rib which the Gods had taken from man 
formed they a woman, a 
untothe man. And Adam said, this was _ 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh, 
now she shall be called woman, because 
she was taken out of man ; therefore shall 
a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife, and they 


J 
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shall be one flesh. And were both 
naked, the man and his wife, and were 
not ashamed. And out of the 

the Gods formed evéry beast of the field, 
and every fowl of the air, and brought 
unto Adam to see what he would call 
them ; and whatsoever Adam called every 
living creature, that should be the name 
thereof. And Adam gave names to all 
cattle, to the fowl of the air, to every 
beast of the field: and for Adam there 
was found an help meet for him. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
From the “ Times and Seasons.” 
While I was thus in the act of calling 
upon God, I discovered a light appear- 
ing in the room, which continued to in- 
crease until the room was lighter than 
at noonday, when immediately a person- 
appeared at my bedside, standi 
is the air, for his did not 
floor. He had on a loose robe of most 
exquisite whiteness. It was a whiteness 
beyond anything earthly I had ever seen ; 
nor do 1 believe that any earthly thing 
could be made to appear so exceedingly 
white and brilliant; his hands were 
naked, and his arms also, a little above 
the wrist ; so, also, were his feet naked, 
as were his legs, a little above the ankles. 
His head and neck were also bare. I 
eould discover that he had no other 
clothing on but this robe, as it was . 
80 that I could see into his bosom. "Not 
only was his robe exceedingly white, but 
his whole person was glorious beyond 
description, and his countenance trul 
like li ~oes The room was exceed- 
ingly light, ut not so very bright as 
immediately around his person. hen 
I first looked upon him I was afraid, 
but the fear soon left me. He called 
me by name and said unto me, that he 
was a messenger sent from the presence 
of God to me, and that his name was 
Nephi. That God had a work for me 
to do, and that name should be had 
for good and evil among all nations, 
kindreds, and tongues ; or that it should 
be both good and evil > ag of amo 
all mod He said there was a boo 
deposited, written upon gold plates, 
giving an account of the former inhabi- 
tants of this continent, and the source 
from whence they sprang. He also 
said that, the fullness of the everlastin 
gospel was contained in it, as deliver 
hy the Saviour to the ancient inhabi- 


tants. Also, that there were two stones 
in silver bows (and these stones, fastened 
to a breastplate, constituted what is called 
the Urim and Thummim) deposited with 
the plates, and the ion and use of 
these stones was what constituted seers 
in ancient or former times, and that 
God had them for the —— 
of translating the book. After telling 
me these things, he commenced quoting 
the prophecies of the Old Testament. 
He first quoted part of the third es 
ter of i, and he quoted also 
fourth or last cha the same pro- 
ph , though with a little variation 
om the way it reads in our bible. In- 
stead of quoting the first verse as reads 
in our books, he quoted it thus: “ For 


behold the cometh that shall burn 
as an oven, pall the proud, yea, and 
all that do edly burn as stub- 
ble, for they that cometh shall burn 


them saith the Lord of hosts, that it 
shall leave them -neither root nor 
branch ;” and again, he quoted the fifth 
verse thus: “ Behold, I will reveal unto 
ou, the priesthood by the hand of 


lijah the prophet, before the coming of . 


the great and day of the Lord.” 
He also quoted the next verse different- 
iv: # he shall plant in the hearts of 
the children, the promises made to the 
fathers, and the hearts of the children 
shall turn to their fathers; if it were 
not so, the whole earth would be utterly. 
wasted at its coming.” In addition.to 
these, he quoted the eleventh chapter of 
Isaiah, saying that it was about to be 
fulfilled. He quoted also, the third chap- 
ter of Acts, twenty-second and twenty- 
third verses, precisely as they stand .in 
our New Testament. He said that that 
prophet was Christ, but the day had not 

et come when “they who would not 
— his voice be cut off from 
among the people,” but soon would 
come. 

He also the second ter of 
Joel, from the twenty-eighth to last 
verse. He also said that this was not 

et fulfilled, but was soon to be. And 

e further stated, the fulness of the 
gentiles was soon to come in. He quo- 
ted many other passages of scripture; 
and offered many explanations which 
cannot be mentioned here. Again, he 
told me that when I got those plates of 
which he had spoken (for the time that 
they should be obtained was not yet 


. 
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fulfilled) I should not show them to any 
a neither the late with the 
rim and Thummim, only to those to 
whom I should be commanded to show 
them; if I did, I should be destroyed. 
While he was conversing with me about 
the — the vision was opened to my 
mind that I could see the place where 
the were ited, and that so 
clearly and distinctly, that I knew the 
place again when I visited it. 
— I saw the 
ight in the room begin to er imme- 
diately around the who 
had been speaking to me, and it continu- 
ed to do so, until the room was again left 
dark, except just around him, when in- 
stantly I saw, as it where, a conduit open 
into heaven, and,be ascended up 
he entirely disa the room 
Vv ight e its a ce.. 
on the dagularity of the 
scene, and marvelling greatly at what 
had been told me by this extraordinary 
messenger, when, in the midst of my 
meditation, I that 
my room was again beginning to get 
lighted, and in an instant, as it - on the 
same heavenly messenger was again by 
my bed He commenced, 
in related the very same things whi 
he had done at his first - visit, without 
the least variation, which having done, 
he informed me of great judgments 
which were coming upon the » with 
great desolations by famine, sword, and 
pestilence, and that these grevious judg- 
ments would come on the earth in this 


— Having related these things, 
again ascended as he had done 
before 


By this time, so were the im 
sions made on my mind, that sleep had 
fled from my eyes, and I lay overwhelm- 
ed in astonishment at what I had both 
seen and heard; but what was my sur- 
prise when again I beheld the same 
messenger at my bed side, and heard 
him rehearse or repeat over again to me 
the same things as before, and added a 
caution to me, telling me that Satan 
would try to tempt me (in consequence 
of the indigent circumstances of my 
father’s famil y) to get the plates for the 
_ purpose of getting rich. is he forbid 
a saying, that — no other 
object in view in getting the plates but 
to glorify God, and must not be influ- 


enced by any other motive but that of 
building his ki , otherwise I could 
not get them. After this third visit, he 
again ascended up into heaven as before, 
and I was again left to ponder on the 


of what I had just experi- 
iam iately after 
the heavenly messenger had ascended 


from me the third time, the cock crew, 
and I found that day was ———— 
so that our interviews must have occu- 
pied the whole of that night. I shortl 
after arose from my bed, and, as no 
went to the n labours of the 
day, but,'in attempting to labour as at 
other times, I fo my strength so ex- 
dung 
y er, who was uring along 
with me, discovered something to be 
wrong with me, and told me to go home. 
I started with the intention of going to 
the house, but, in ing to cross the 
fence the field wy we 
m entirel iled me, 
fell helpless on the fonend and for a 
time was quite unconscious of any thing. 
The first thing that I can recollect, was 


& voice ing unto me, calling me by 
name; I looked. up and tary & same 
a standing over my head, sur- 
rounded by light as before. He then 
in related unto me all that he had 
to me the previous night, and 
commanded me to go to my father, and 
tell him of the vision and command- 
ments which I had received. 
To be continued, 


BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 
From the “ Times and Seasons.” 


The igns of God in relation 
to the ianalhe human family, are 
very little understood by the professed] 
wise and intelligent generation in whi 
we live; various and conflicting are the 
opinions of men concerning the plan of 
requisitions of the 

i ; necessary tions for 
the state and of 
ed spirits, and the happiness or misery 
that is consequent upon the practice of 
righteousness and iniquity according to 
several notions of virtue and vice. 
Mussulman condemns the Heathen, the 
Jew, and the Christian, and the whole 
world of mankind that reject his Koran 
as infidels, and consi the whole of 
them to perdition. The Jew believes 
that the whole world that reject his faith, 


| 

| 

| 

| 


’ 


dogs, and will be damned. The 


and are not circumcised, are tile 
eathen 
are equally as tenacious about their prin- 
ciples, and the Christian consigns all to 
perdition who cannot bow to his creed, 
and submit to his ipse dizit. But while 
one portion of the human race are judg- 
ing and condemning the other without 

eat parent of the universe 


mercy, the 
looks upon the whole of the human family 


with a fatherly care and paternal regard ; 
he views hen ef his offspri Bs and with- 
out any of those contracted feelings that 
influence the children of men, causes “ his 
sun to rise on the evil and oo pn 
and sends his rain on the just and un- 
just. He holds the reins of judgment 
in his hands ; he is a wise lawgiver, and 
will judge all men, not according to the 
narrow contracted notions of men, but 
“ according to the deeds done in the 
body, whether be good or evil ;” 
or whether these deeds were done in 
England, America, Spain, Turkey, or 
India : he will judge them «not accord 
ing to what they have not, but according 
to what they home Those who have 
lived without law, will be judged with- 
out law, and those who have a law will 
be judged by that law. We need not 
doubt the wisdom and intelligence of 
the great Jehovah, he will award judg- 
ment or m to all nations according 
to their several deserts, their means of 
obtaining intelligence, the laws by which 
they are governed; the facilities afforded 
them of obtaining correct information ; 
and his inscrutable designs in relation 
to the human family: and when the de- 
signs of God shall. be made manifest, 
and the curtain of futurity be with- 
drawn, we shall all of us eventually have 
to confess that the Judge of all the earth 
has done right. | 
The situation of the Christian nations 
after death is a subject that has called 
forth all the wisdom and talent of the 
philosopher and the divine ; and it is an 
opinion which is generally received, that 
e destiny of man is irretrievably fixed 
at his d ; and that he is made either 
eternally happy, or eternally miserable ; 
that if a man dies without a knowledge 
of God he must be eternally damned— 
without any mitigation of his punish- 
ment, alleviation of his pain, or the most 
latent hope of a deliverance while end- 
less ages shall roll along. However or- 
thodox this principle may be, we shall 


BAPTISM OF THE DEAD. 55 


find that it is at variance with the tes- 
= holy writ; for our Saviour 
says all manner of sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven men wherewith 
they shall blaspheme, but the a 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be for- 
given, neither in this world, nor in the 
world to come; evidently showing that 
there are sins which may be forgiven in 
the world to come, although the sin of 
blasphemy cannot be forgiven. 

Peter, also, in speaking concerning our 
Saviour says, that he went and preached 
unto spirits in prison, which sometimes 
were disobedient, when oncethe long suf- 
fering of God waited in the days of Noah. 
1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. Here, then, we have 
an account of our Saviour preaching to 
the spirits in prison, to spirits that 
been impri from the days of Noah; 
and what htothem? That 
they were to Stay there? Certainly not. 
Let his own declaration testify. “He 
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised.” 
Luke iv. 18. Isaiah has it, * Jo bri 
out the prisoners from the prison, an 
them that sit in ——. the prison 
house.” Isaiah xlii. 7. It is very evident 
from this that he not only went to preach 
to them, but to deliver or bring them 
out of the prison house. Isaiah, in tes- 


jor concerning the calamities that 
wi the inbabitants of the earth, 
says, “‘ The earth shall reel to and fro 
a drunkard, be removed 

e a cot ; an transgressions 
thereof chall’ be heavy upon it; and it 
shall fall and not rise again. And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall punish the hosts of the high 


ones that are on high, and the kings of. 


the earth upon the earth. And they 
shall be together as prisoners 
are gathered in the pit, and be shut 
in prison, and many days shall 
visited.” Thus we find that 

God will deal with all the human family 
equally; and that as the antediluvians 


had their day of visitation, so will those 


characters referred to by Isaiah have 
their time of visitation and deliverance, 


after having been many days in prison. | 


The Jehovah contemplated the 
whole of the events conn with the 


earth pertaining to the plan of salvation, 


before it into existence, or ever 


= 


= 

| 
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the “ morning stars sun er for 
joy.” The past, the sotun, and the 
future, were, and are with him one eter- 
nal now: he knew of the fall of Adam, 
the iniquities of the antediluvians, of the 
depth of iniquity that would be con- 
nected with the human family; their 
weakness and strength, their power and 
glory, their apostacies, their crimes, their 
righteousness and iniquity. He com- 

rehended the fall of man and their re- 

emption ; he knew the plan of salvation 
and pointed it out; he was acquainted 
with the situation of all nations and 
with their destiny; he ordered all ae 
according to the council of his own will ; 
he knows the situation of both the living 
and the dead, and has made ample pro- 
vision for their redemption, according to 
their several circumstan the laws 
of the kingdom of God, er in this 
world or inthe world to come. The idea 
that some men form of the justice, judg- 
ment, and mercy of God, is too foolish 
for an intelligent man to think of. For 
— it is for many 

ox preachers to su t i 

aman is not what they canverted, 
if he dies in that state, he must remain 


_ eternally in hell without hope— 


“ Infinite years in torment must he spend, 
_ And never, never, never have an end.” 


And _ this eternal misery is made 
rest upon the merest ca- 
ty. e breaking of a shoe-string, 
the tearing of a coat of those officiating, 
or the peculiar location in 
son lives, may be the means indirectly of 
his damnation, or the cause of his not 
being saved. I will suppose a case which 
is not i :—two men who 


~ have been 7 wicked, who have neg- 


lected religion, are both of them taken 
sick at the same has 
the good fortune to be visi a - 
ing man, and he 
minutes before he dies ; the other sends 
for three different praying men, a tailor, 
a shoemaker, andatinman. The tinman 
has a handle to solder on to a can, the 
tailor has a button-hole to work on some 
coat that is needed in a hurry; and the 
shoemaker has a patch to put on to some-’ 
body’s boot; they none of them can go 
in time—the man dies and goes to hell 

one of these is exalted to Abraham’s 
bosom, he sits down in the presence of 
God, and enjoys eternalpattinterrupted 
happiness; while the other; who was 


equally as good as him, sinks to eternal 
irretrieveable misery, and 
hopeless despair; because a man had a 
boot to mend, the button-hole of a coat 
to work, or a handle to solder on to a 
saucepan. The plans of Jehovah are 
not so unjust, the statements of holy 
writ 80 visi , nor the plan of salva- 
tion for the human family so incompati- 
ble with common sense. At such pro- 
ceedings God would frown with indig- 
nance, angels would hide their heads in | 
shame, and every virtuous, intelligent 
man would recoil. If human laws award 
to each man his deserts, and punish all 
delinquents according to their several 
crimes; surely’ the Lord will not be 
more cruel than man, for he is a wise 
legislator, and his laws are more equita- 
ble, his enactments more just, and his 
decisions more perfect than those of man: 
and as man judges his fellow man by 
law, and shes him ing to the 
ty of that law, so does the God of 
judge “according to the deeds 
dofie in the body.” To say that the 
heathen would be damned because they 
did not believe the gospel would be pre- 
posterous, and to say that the Jews 
would all be damned do not believe 
in Jesus, would be y absurd ; for, 
“ how can believe on him of whom 
they have not heard; and how can they 
hear without a preacher; and how can 
he preach except he be sent;” conse- 
quently, neither Jew nor heathen can 
be culpable for fejecting the conflicting 
opinions of sectarianism, nor for reject- 
ing any testimony but that which is sent 
of God; for as the fteacher cannot 
preach except he be sent, so the hearer 
cannot believe without he hear a sent 
preacher, and cannot be condemned for 
what he has not heard, and being with- 
- law, will have to be judged without 
w. 


When speaking about the blessings 
pertaining to the gospél, and the conse- 
quences connected with disobedience to 
its requirements, we are frequently asked 
the question, what has become of our 
fathers? will they all be damned for not 
obeying the gospel, when they never 
heard it? Certainly not. But they will 
possess the same privilege that we here 
enjoy, through the medium of the ever- 
lasting priesthood, which not only ad- 
ministers on earth but in heaven, and 


the wise dispensations of the great Je- 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

zz 
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epee we ill be isited by this priest- 
hood, and come out of their | rison upon 
the same principle as those who were di 
obedient in the days of Noah, who were 
visited by our Saviour (who 
the everlasting, Melchizedec priesthood), 
to them by 
him iff prison ; in order that th 
might fulfil all the requisitions of God, 
their living friends were —— for 
their dead friends, and thus ed the 
requirements of God, which says, “ ex- 
cept a man be born again of water, and of 
the spirit he can in no wise enter into the 
ingdom of heaven :” they were baptized, 
of course, not for themselves, but for 
Marchiontt 
Marchionites i ism for 
they hid a living man under the bed of 
the deceased; then coming to the dead 
man they asked him wh he would 
receive baptism, and he ing no an- 
swer, the other answered for him, and 
said that he would be baptized in his 
stead, and so they baptized the living 
for the dead.” 

The church, of course, at that time 
was degenerate, and the icular form 
might be incorrect, but the thing is suf- 
ficiently plain in the scriptures; hence, 
Paul, in speaking of the doctrine, says, 
‘else what shall they do who are bap- 
at all, why are then baptized for the 
ocr, 29. 

ence it was that so great a responsi- 
bility rested upon the generation in 
which our Saviour lived, for, says he, 
“ that upon you may come all the righte- 
ous blood shed upon the earth from the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood 
of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye 
slew between the temple and the altar. 
Verily, I say unto you, all these things 
shall come upon this generation.” Mat- 
thew, xxiii, 35,36. Hence, as they pos- 
sessed greater privileges than any other 
generation, not only Cwongem to them- 
selves but to their dead, their sin was 
greater, as | not only neglected their 
own salvation but that of their progeni- 
tors, and hence their blood was required 
at their hands. And now as the great 
lahinent, and the things spoken 
accomplishment, an e th en 
of in the prophecies are. fulfilling as 
the kingdom of God is established on the 


earth, and the ancient order of things 
restored, the Lord has manifested to us 
this duty and privilege, and we are com- 
manded to be baptized for our dead, 
thus fulfilling the words of Obadiah, 
when speaking of the glory of the latter- 
day: “and saviours come up upon 
Mount Zion to judge the remnant of 
Esau, and the a shall be the 
Lord’s.” A view of these things recon- 
ciles the scriptures of truth, justifies 
the ways of to man, places the hu- 
man family upon an equal footing, and 
harmonizes with every principle of 
righteousness, justice, and truth. We 
1 conclude with the words of Peter : 
‘for the time past of our life may suf- 
fice us to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles.” . . . . For, for this cause 
was the preached also to them 
that are they might be ju 
according to men in the flesh, but live 
according to God in the spirit.” —Ep. 


SABBATH SCENE IN NAUVOO, OR SKETCH 
OF A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOS. 
SMITH. 

From the “ Times and Seasms.” 


A large assembly of Saints gathered 


together at the place of meeting at an 
hour, to hear 4 delivered 
y president Joseph Smith, u the 
subject of baptism. A child ‘of Mr. 
Windsor P. Lyons being deceased, the 
body of which lay before the assembly, 
called forth many remarks from the 
er upon the subject of death and 
t cor mer ection, which were im the high- 
est interesting and edifying, as 
were ‘also his upon 
The following isa brief f 

ollo isa of some 

of the items delivered b 

President Smith eal the 14th chap. 
of Revelations, and said, 

“We have again the warning voice 
sounded in our midst which shows the 
uncertainty of human life; and in my 
leisure moments I have meditated upon 
the subject, and asked the question, 
why it is that infants, innocent children, 
are taken away from us, especially those 


‘ that seem to be the most intelligent and 


interesting ? and the strongest reasons 
that present themselves to my mind are 
these :—this world is a very wicked 
world; and it is a proverb that the 
“world grows weaker and wiser ;” if it 
is the case, the world grows more wicked 


- — 


4 


| 

| 
| 


- 


58 | SABBATH SCENE IN NAUVOO. 


and corrupt. In the early ages of the 


world, a epee man, and a man of 


God and of intelligence, had a better 
chance to do to be believed and 
received, than at the present day; but 
in these days such a man is a 
sed and persecuted by most of the i 
bitants of the earth; and he has much 
sorrow to pass through here, the Lord 
they may escape the envy of man, an 
the pres fi and evils of this present 
world; they were too pure, too lovely, 
to live on earth ; therefore if rightly con- 
sidered, instead of mourning we have 
reason to rejoice, as they are delivered 
from evil, and we shall soon have them 


“What chance is there for infidelit 
cimost daily? None ot he infidel 
ost dai one at alloy i 
wil straw for help, until 
death stares him in the face, and then 
his infidelity takes its flight, for the re- 
alities of the eternal world are j 
upon him in mighty power; and when 
earthly —— and prop fails him, 
he sensibly feels the eternal truths 
of the immortality of the soul. We 
should take warning, and not wait for 
the death-bed to repent: as we see the 
infant taken away by death, so may the 
youth and the middle aged, as well as 
the infant, suddenly be called into eter- 
om; Let this, then, prove a warning to 
not to procrastinate repentance or 
wait till a death-bed ; for it tthe will of 
God that man should repent, and serve 
him in health, and in the strength and 
wer of his mind, in order to secure 
i blessing, and not wait until he is 
called to die. Also the doctrine of bap- 
tizing children, or sprinkling them or 
they must welter in hell, is a doctrine 
not true, not supported in holy writ, and 
is not consistent with the c r of 
God. All children are redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus Christ, and the moment 
that children leave this world, they are 
taken to the bosom of Abraham. The 
only rence old and 
0 , is, one lives longer in 
the other, and is freed a little sooner 
from this miserable and wicked world. 
Notwithstanding all this glory, we for a 
moment loose aig t of it, and mourn the 
loss; but we not mourn as those 
without hope. 


“My intention was, to have spoken 
upon the subject of baptism, but having 
a case of death before us, I thought 
proper to refer to that subject. I will 
now, however, say a few words upon 
baptism, as I intended. God has made 
certain decrees which are fixed and im- 
movable; for instance, God set the sun, 
the moon, and the stars in the heavens; 
and gave them their laws, conditions, 
and Reonio which they cannot pass, 
except by his commandments; they all 
move in perfect harmony in their sphere 
and order, and are as lights, wonders, 
and signs unto us. The sea also has its 
bounds which it cannot pass. God has 
set many signs on the earth, as well as 
in the heavens; for instance, the oak of 
the forest, the fruit of the tree, the herb 
of the © thet Sond 
hath been planted there; for it is a de- 
cree of ghe Lord, that every tree, = 
and herb, bearmg seed, should bri 
forth of its kind, and cannot come forth 
after any other law or principle. Upon 
the same principle do I contend that 

believer in ist to take upon him- 
self in order to enter into tho Ldaatiens 
of God, “for ex ye are born of 
water, and of the spirit, ye cannot enter 
into the kingdom of ” saith the 
Saviour. It is a sign and command- 
ment which God has set for man to 
enter into his kingdom. Those who 
seek to enter in any other way, will seek 
neither wi angels acknowledge 
their works as accepted; for they have 
not obeyed the ordinances, nor attended 
to the signs which God ordained for the 
salvation of man, to him for, 
and give him a title to, a celestial glory ; 
and God has decreed that all who will 
not obey his voice, shall not escape the 
damnation of hell. What is the dam- 
nation of hell? to go with that society 
who have not ey 

ism is a sign to to Angels, an 

to heaven, te ge do the will of God: 
and there is no other way beneath the 
heavens whereby God ordained for 


- man to come to him to be saved and 


enter into the kingdom of God, except 
faith in Jesus Christ, repentance, and 
baptism for the remission of sins, and 
any other course is in vain—then you 
have the promise of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. is the sign of the healing 


alin. 
| 
| 


of the sick? The laying on of hands is 
the sign or way marked out by James, 
and the custom of the ancient Saints as 
and we cam not 
obtain essing pursuing an 
other course, except the way marked om 
by the Lord. 

“ What, if we should attempt to get 
the gift of the Holy Ghost through any 
other means, except the signs or way 
which God hath appointed; should we 
obtain it? Certainly not ; all other means 
would fail. The Lord says do so and 
so, and I will bless so and so. 

“There are certain key-words and 
signs belonging to the priesthood, which 
must be observed to obtain the blessing. 
The sign of Peter was to repent my 4 
baptized for the remission of sins, with 
the promise of the gift of the Hol 
Ghost, and in no other way is the gift 
of the Holy Ghost obtained. There is 
a difference between the Holy Ghost, 
and the gift of the Holy Ghost. Cor- 
nelius received the Holy Ghost before he 
was baptized, which was the convincing 
power of God unto him of the truth of 
the gospel; but he could not receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost until after he 
was baptized. Had he not taken this 
sign or ordinance upon him, the Hol 
Ghost which convinced him of the tru 
of God, would have left him. Until he 
obeyed these ordinances and received the 
gift. of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on 
of hands, ing to the order of 
he could not have healed the sick, or 
commanded an evil spirit to come out of 
a man and it obey him; for the spirits 
might say unto him, as they did to the 
sons of va — “Paul we know, and 
Jesus we know, but whoare ye!” It 
mattereth not whether we live long or 
short on the earth after we come to a 
knowledge of these principles and o 
them unto the end. I know that 
men will be damned if they do not come 
in the way which he hath opened; and 
this is the way marked out by the word 
of the Lord. 

“As co ing the resurrection, I 
will merely say that all men will come 
from the grave as they lie down, whether 
old or young; there will not be added 
unto their stature one cubit, neither 
taken from it; all will be raised by the 
aes God, having spirit in their 

ies, and not blood. Children will be 
enthroned in the presence of God and 
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the Lamb, with bodies of the same 
stature they had on earth; having been 
redeemed by the blood of the b, 
they will there enjoy the fulness of that 
light, glory, and intelligence which is 
in the celestial kingdom : 
** blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord; for they rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.” 
“The speaker, before closing, called 
n the assembly before him to hum- 
ble themsel ves before 
in mighty prayer and fasting to call upon 
the name df the Lord, until the pret ore 
were purified over our heads, and the 
earth sanctified under our feet ; that the 
inhabitants of this city may escape the 
wer of disease and pestilence, and the 
aectepper Gan rideth upon the face of the 
earth ; and that the holy spirit of God 
may rest upon this vast multitude. At 
the close of the meeting, president Smith 
informed the co ion that he should 
attend to the ordinance of ism, in 
the river near his house, at two o’clock ; 
and at the appointed hour, the bank of 
the Mississippi was lined with a multi- 
tude of people, and president Joseph 


Smith went forth into the river, and > 


baptized with his own hands, eighty 
persons, for the remission of their sins ; 
and what added joy to the scene was, 
that the first baptized, was Mr. 
L. D. Wasson, a nephew of Mrs. Emma 
Smith; the first of her kindred that 
have embraced the fulness of the gospel. 
At the close of this in ing scene, the 
administrator lifted up his hands towards 
heaven, and implored the blessing of 
God to rest upon the people; and trul 

the spirit of did rest upon the mul- 
titude, to the joy and consolation of our 
hearts. After ism, the congrega- 
tion again ired to the grove, near 
the temple, to attend to the ordinance of 
confirmation ; and, notwithstanding, 
president Smith had spoken in the open 
air to the people, and stood in the water 


and one about eight persons, about. 
fifty of those bapti wad ow their con- 
firmation under his hands in the after 
part of the day. While this was pro- 
grossing’ great numbers were being — 
in 


the font.” 

Those who wish for further informa- 
tion concerning the scenes of the sabbath 
in Nauvoo, or any other day in the 
week, te “come and see.” 

W. Wooprvrr. 


i 


be 
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EVANGELICAL RELIGION. 

To the Editor of the “ Times and Seasons.” 

Sir,—Having been in the habit of late 
of perusing the “ Cross and Journal,” 
a Baptist periodical, published in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, to search out the pure prin- 
ciples that are advocated by this advo- 
cate of righteousness. In my investi- 


the Rev. Dr. Jenks, 


ich, M them in a ser 


after h, Mr. 


: 


i 


ev 


Bs: 


our : have hand 


when I had the following reflections :— 
“Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. 
Jenks.” Well, seems to 
good. Afterwards, Mr. Knap 

ed from the words of Paul of Tarsus: 
« Lord what wilt thou have me to do ?” 
These seem to be good words—they are 
scriptural words; and I think Mr. 
Knapp has preached FROM them well. 
He not troubled himself with the 
subject referred to in the text at all; 
but perhaps it is not elegant, or orthodox, 
for evangelical ministers to adhere to 


them? I see Mr. Knapp has 
preached from scriptures, conse- 
uently, -he has not much confidence in 
om, or he would have quoted their 
authority. Perhaps the church that 
he belongs to is =e gel but then 
he advises, in the fifth paragraph, to 
“search the scriptures.” If you have 
any irreligious books, novels, or books 
on Universalism, burnthem up. What 
kind of novels am I to burn? Religious 
novels, or is it only irreligious novels ? 
I think a religious fiction, or lie, must 
be as bad as an irreligious one. Well, 
to search the scriptures is good, but it 
seems to me as though Mr. Knap 
would have me search, study, and cs 
them as I would Homer’s Iliad, Euclid, 
or Virgil, to obtain a refined taste and 
a Classical education, rather than to be 
governed by its precepts; for the scrip- 
tures say nothing about burning Uni- 
versalist’s books, &c.; but me 
to “prove all things, and to hold fast 
that which is good.” Now, if univer- 
salism be false, let me prove it false by 
the scriptures, and not burn their books 
unread. I perceive, however, that the 
Universalists, in the estimation of Mr. 
ee are not an evangelical church. 
In looking over the same paper, I 
find under the head of “ communica- 
tions,” upon the subject of Mormonism, 
the following :— 


SCRAPS FROM IOWA, NO. 2.—MORMONISN. 
—If 


] they have no foothold in 
ape or town, no attention to 
em. has often prevented from doing 

in 


thou shalt to take th 
the people of God.” Well, now, who at the passover,-in the feast day, many 
are be people of God? Which, of all belioved in hie Same, when ——— 
answers, “join somee ical c “# seen all at 
But then, evangelical church? tnocasnd mon, Decides he fed 
Is it a church that believes of the Matt.,iv,16,21. “While his enemies were watch- 


ing him, be healed a man’s withered hand.” 
Mark, iii, 1,5; Luke, iv, 5, 10. 


scriptures; or one that believes all of a 
dead when his enemies were present.” John, xi, 


’ them; or one ‘that believes none of 


ollowing extracts; as they were inter- 
esting to me, I had the vanity to a 
, they might be the same to yourself. If 
they are, and you should juege them wor- 
thy of a place in your valuable periodical, 
they are at your disposal, together with 
| my reflections upon them. 
mon an a om the 
‘Lord what 
« 
_ the most ; 
the glory of 
| y yourselves to the people of God. 
| J mmangelical church.” 
| h the scriptures.” “If you have ir- 
knees, and of loo directly to the spirit of God 
to enable you it.” 
Having perused the above passages, 
| sir, and not being very quick of appre- 
| hension, I examined them a second time, 
| 
| your neighbourhood or town, meet them at once 
and if you are acquainted with the history and 
absurdities of may expose them, 
but never fail to prove the following —- — 
First.—That many of the miracles of Moses, 
, Christ, and Apostles, were performed publicly, in 
| the presence of and friends to indace 
faith. Ex. iv. 21, 30,31. “Moses and Aaron went 
and gathered apenas all the elders of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and Aaron spake all the words which 
the Lord had spoken unto Moses, and did the 
signs in the sight of the people, and the people 
ved.” Ex. viii, 6,10. “ The Lord spake unto 
Moses, and unto Aaron, saying, when Pharaoh shall 
| 


46. “His enemies admitted the genuineness 
John, xi, 47. “T were 
also a sign to those who not believe.” 1 Cor., 
are for asign, not to them that 


ven 
when humb to avoid by sa 


speak at once, 
might have been present who did not understand 
any of the languages that were spoken, inter 
ters were allowed to 


interpret 
— th ho under 
peak in an unknown tongue to those w - 
stand the English, is nonsense, and is to them no 
miracle, unless they know the language that he 


different 
to the bible; and how is 


| us h . I have by repeated ex- 
pe ae me ese remedies to be good. Let 


and they do not belong to the evangelical 
church, any-more than the Universalists 
thinking that it might be some 


Journal” were o to all scribblers, 
I should have passed it over, if I had not 
met with the following in the 
tus :— The and J is 
blished ev iday morning.” .. . 
The of doctrine, and 
of untiring christian exertion. The 
interests of the Ohio Baptist convention, 
and of other home mission societies in 
the West, will be particularly 
Upon reading the above, I naturally in- 
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ferred that the society was an 
evangelical society, and that the worthy 
editor published those pieces for the 
special benefit of the convention ; 
and also for the edification and instruc- 
on of other missio in the 
puzzling my brain, however, to 

out the true definition of the word evan- 
gelical, I was led to infer that the Bap- 
tist convention was orthodox and evan- 
gelical ; and that other home missions 
in the West were evangelical (which 
missions are I know not), but that 
the Universalists and Mormons are not 

ical is evident. Still, however, 
I was at a loss to know the import of 
the term, until I noticed the instructions 


of the Rev. Mr. Knapp in to 
searching the bible, a | then I could 
only draw inferences from the bible, and 
the sentiments of the “ Cross and Jour- 
nal,” by comparing them together ; and 
by strict investigation came naturally to 

e following conclusions. — 

1. That Paul was not a member of 
an evangelical church; for he told the 
church to which he wrote, to “ prove 


all things 

Mr. told the 
members of his church to burn Uni- 
versalist’s books, &c.; hence, here is a 
wide difference. The one would prove 
w urn without i us 


following the mae of the Roman. 
urn 


Catholics, who the books of here- 
tics. The church of Rome must, there- 
fore, be an evangelical church, as it fol- 
lows the teaching of Mr. Knapp. 

2. On the subject of Mormonism, we 
have given us as a preventative against 
the horrid evils of Mormonism, the fol- 
lowing sal instructions :—“ If they 
have no foothold in your neighbourhood 
or town, PAY NO ATTENTION TO 
THEM. This has often prevented them 
from doing MUCH MISCHIEF.” I find 
from this, sir, that the evangelical 
church is of very ancient date, and can 
be traced through all the history of the 
church, in every age and generation. 


There was one in ancient days, the most. 


powerful of any in existence; we have no 
account of any church being so extensive 
and united as it was, I mean the ante- 
diluvian church, sy those that 
lived in the days of Noah. So powerful 
were the principles of evangelicism, 
that there could only be one family found 


and hold fast that which is — 


4 


| 
believe, but to them that believe not. ; 
Second.—That when Christ declined to ‘give a | 
It was 
what they pretend to do. 
Third.--That when Christ required faith in i 
some that he healed, it was because he had before 
proven by his public miracles that he could heal 
the sick. This is very different from requiring | 
folks to believe without evidence. ? 
Fourth.—That those miracles of Christ, which ' 
were comparatively private, were not those on I 
which he relied to oF tp his Messiah-ship. Hence, 
in some cases he not approve of their being 
told. Matt. viii, 4. “ See thou tell no man, 
Mark, vii, 35. Luke, v. 14. 
Fifth.—That when the gift of tongues were em- 
ployed on the day of Pentecost, there were persons | 
were spoken; hence, all was was 
of 
put im po O Tact ney 
ve a right to see the miracles of those who pre- | 
tend to work miracles, and that they are bound to , 
ae all accounts of men working miracles, }). 
ess they work them ty presence 
of enemies as well as nds ; and that all who i? 
to do as Aaron did. I say let them be put ‘ 
in possession of these facts, and use them to good # 
advantage and the Mormons will shun them. ; 
H. Jonnson. 
After perusing the above, sir, I \ 
thought, now these Mormons are, in i 
the estimation of this writer, heretics ; i 
ignoramus Who tNOSE Pieces, if 
and that the columns of the “ Cross and 
| 
4 
i 
# 
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that existed, there could not any 
be found TO PAY THE LEAST ATTENTION 
TO NOAH'S MESSAGE; hence, they were 


all purely evangelical. It is true 
the food 


ence, inasmuch as they 
christians, and sound in the faith of 
evangelical principles, of “ TAKING NO 
NOTICE.” 


that might be sent to them. 
refer to the famous cities of Admah, 
Zeboim, Sodom, Gomorah, Zoar, &c. 
When theangels of God went they abused 
them, and when Lot spoke to them to 
depart out of the city, or they would be 
consumed, “ his w seemed to them as 
idle tales,” they PAID NO ATTENTION TO 
THEM ; they were profoundly learned in 
the no notice—in 

evan ciples. 

refering to an ev 

church that existed in Babylon, to 
another at and Sidon, and to 
another at Jerusalem, I would briefly 
mention one in Athens, the great seat 
of science and literature ; they were not, 
however, fully sound in the faith, for 
ba he majority of thom bok 

ersay;” but jori 

their and and said, 
“we will hear thee again concerning 


Mr. p, I find that the prophets 
have ed of an evangelical church ; 
for, says our Saviour, “ as it was in the 
days of Noah,” and “as it was in the 
days of Lot, so shall it also be in the 
days of the coming of the son of man.” 
© uently, sir, the existence of a pure 
ical church, one that would 


- "0 attention, is clearly spoken of. And 


again, in the latter-day, there will be a 
great church of this Lind, to whom it 


will be said—*“I have called, but you 
have — I have stretched = my 
arm, but ye have not regarded.” 

paid no attention to it. = 


But this is only one of the | 
traits of the conduct of a member 
an evangelical church, this is only « 
preventative; but as remedy, we have 
the following ; if they are making prose. 


to enquire, and found out that they 

80 egregiously in error, as to believe 
that men must believe, and repent, and 
be ized, and have hands laid on for 
the of the ye ie ore they 
can accepted . They are so 
says, iev is baptized 
shall be saved, and he that believ 
shall be damned; and these si 


: 
Fal 
Sees 


working of miracles. 
what 


the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up.” They believe that no man is autho- 
rized to preach, unless he is called as 
they were in the apostles’ days. These, 
then, are many of the absurdities of 
Mormonism. Now, says Mr. Johnson, 
be met ;” evi- 
ently shewing evangelical churches 
do not believe in the absurdities practiced 
and taught » 4 our Saviour and his 
apostles; no, sir, they do not, and such 
men must be met at the threshold—met 
with boldness, and firmness, and 
ness. I must again follow Mr. Knapp’s 
advice, sir, take you to the scrip- 
tures with me :—Paul, when he was 
preaching just such errors as the Mor- 
mons preach (I don’t know but that he 
was a Mormon) in Ephesus, was me 
with promptness by the inhabitants of 
that great city ; they even cried out for 
two hours, “ is Diana, the God of 
the Ephesians.” They would not allow 
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who differed from them in religious opin- 
ions ; I mean, sir, the family of Noah ; 
and so deep rooted were evangelical 
i am the thousands 
— “* meet at once, on't allow 
m the liberty of ne God 
according to the dictates of their own 
conscience—show their errors and ab- 
coul e -  surdities—but not knowing what these 
errors and absurdities were, sir, I had 
very 
church existed, in great numbers, in 
Asia; there were several very notable 
cities that were eminently skilled in the 
doctrine of paying no attention to the 
| 
es, to another rophecy, to another 
if any of you are 
| sick, let him send for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray for him, an- 
| nointing him with oil in the name of the 
| Lord, and the er of faith shall heal 
| 
| 
Matter: hey par no 
| not only so, but having searched the 
| ecri according to the advice of 
| 
| 


the poor fellow to speak. Why every 
home, it was quite that 
Diana fell down from heaven—it was 
absurd for Paul to teach anything else ; 
this conduct was truly evangelical, and 
I have no doubt, sir, but that if Mr. 
Johnson was to meet a Mormon he 
would just be as zealous as they were; 
for Mormonism is notorious for spoili 
the craft. So dilligent were — 
these evangelicals at one time, that forty 
of them bound themselves under an oath, 
that they would not eat nor drink until 
they had killed Paul; not only so, but 
Paul himself was a true member of this 
fraternity, for he hailed men and women, 
committing them to prison, and scourg- 
ing them for belonging to the “ HUM- 
BUGITES,” and caused many of them to 
blaspheme ; however, he apostatized and 
became an heretic himself; but he soon 
found that the evangelicals met him 
with as much promptness as he had met 
others; they stoned him, = him in 
rison, whipped him, made hi fast 
,» &c., &c., an rov 
to him that they believed no + saa in 
humbugery, than he had done before. 
Without refering, sir, to the crusades, 
and to a e church in Italy, who 
belonged to the evangélicals, 1 would 
just mention one of more recent date in 
the state of Missiouri, worthy scions of 
the old stock, and members of this ho- 
nourable fraternity ; and as the “ Cross 
and Journalis particularly devoted to the 
interests of missions in the West, I ex- 
pect that they have received some very 
salutary instructions from its columns. 
To show to you how zealous they have 
been, the Rev. M‘Coy,a Baptist mission- 
ary, who was fully inducted into the bles- 
sings of pure evangelical principles, held 
a tar bucket while some of his worthy co- 
adjutors were taring and feathering one 
of the Mormons. Another, sir, a worthy 
brother of his of the christian order, who, 
at the head of his brethern, went and 
drove a number of the Mormon women 
and children from their homes; and so 
zealous was he in the cause, that he pur- 
sued them till the blood gushed from their 
feet, and their tracks were left in the 
prairie. They must have been purely 


evangelical. 
The redoutable B a Methodist 
minister, was forw also on another 


occasion, at the head of a company of 
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his own cronies, burning and destroying 
heretic’s houses, plundering their pro- 
perty, &c.; he proved himself evangeli- 
cal; he had the misfortune, however, 
since that, to shoot one of his fellow 
craft ; but then he lf in 
true evangelical style, by preaching pure 
I might speak of others of the same 
school, such were Sessial Wood, and 
Habbot Hancock, two worthy Presby- 
terian age. who, with swords by 
their sides, came with a number of their 
fraternity to Dewit, Corrol co. Mo., to 
om a number of men, women, and 
children (who had the audacity, in this 
land of liberty, to worship Almighty 
God according to the dictates of their 
own conscience) of their inheritance, 
and to drive then? from their homes. 
These were lical ministers. There 
were others of the same school, among 
whom was Col. Pendleton, who had a 
number of men painted like Indians, 
e in the before mentioned laudable 
undertaking, according to the rules of 
evangelical churches.—Gen. Clark, was 
also a conspicuous character, as also 
Gen. Lucas, Judge King, Gov. Boggs, 
and a host of others; and so ous 
were they in the propagation of evan- 
gelical principles, that they drove fifteen 
thousand men, women, and children 
from their homes ; killed many and con- 
fiscated the property of others; and to 
shew what pure evangelical principles 
Gen. Clark » he said, when 
speaking to the HUMBUGITEs, “ whether 
ou are innocent or not, is nothing to me ; 

am determined to see the governor’s 
orders executed” —his orders to exter- 
minate. 

Another criterion whereby the evan- 
gelical church can be known, is by their 
—s ple to work miracles ; for, says 
Mr. Johnson, “ many of the miraeles of 
Moses, Christ, and the Apostles, were 
performed publicly, in the presence of 
enemies, and friends, to induce faith.” 
And again, “let the people be put in 
possession of the fact, that they have a 
right to see the: miracles of those who 
pretend to work miracles; and that they 
were bound to disbelieve all accounts of 
men —s miracles, unless they work 
them publicly, in the presence of enemies 
as well as friends.” I am not aware, 
sir, of the Mormons professing to do 
miracles, indeed, I know that they da 
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not ; they merely believe in the same 
rinciples that the Apostles believed in. 
ut this is nothing to the point, it is 
evangelical religion that we are investi- 
gating. The grand principle that now 
comes under our consideration, is, that 
“miracles must be publicly 
to induce faith.” Consequently, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Habbakuk, Amos, 
David, Solomon, and many other of the 
prophets, are not entitled to the faith of 
an evangelical church; for they did not 
work miracles; and also John the Bap- 
tist ; there was not a r prophet 
born among men, than he, “ yet he did 
no miracle,’ say the scri . What 
a pity it is, that the bible of the evange- 
licals should be burthened with such 
“humbugery ;” for they did no mira- 
cles “to induce faith,” and consequently, 
an evangelical church has no faith in 
them. had a curious thought here, 
sir, and wondered whether the evangeli- 
cals work miracles or not, to prove th 
religion, as it isa “ poor rule that will 
not work both ways.” The ree rule, 
however, seems to be, that if the Mor- 
mons will not work miracles to “ induce 
belief,” they are “ humbugites!” conse- 
quently, if I find a people asking for 
miracles, I set them down as evange- 
lists. However, as Mr. Knapp tells me 
to carry my bible in my pocket, to pray 
over it, to search it diligently, &c., I must 
take it out of my pocket, and have you 
search it again with me, sir. I find, then, 
recorded in Luke, 23, that Herod was a 
true EVANGELIST, for he sent for Jesus, 
hoping to have seen some miracle done 
by him, but it could not be done for him ; 
and no doubt, being a true evangelist, 
but he thought Christ was a HUMBUG. 
The evangelical church in Jerusalem, 
before referred to, had this trait, as well 
as others; hence they said to our Savi- 
our, “ what sign shewest thou.” But he 
would not give so honourable a body as 
that any answer; and they thought, of 
course, that he wasa HUMBUG. Then 
there was a respectable church on Mount 
Calvary, composed of Gentiles and Jews, 
who cried out tauntingly, “if thou be the 
son of God, come down from the cross, 
and then we will believe in thee ;” but he 
did not do it; ah, say they, “he saved 
others, himself he cannot save.” These 
Were PURELY EVANGELICAL. Paul, sir, 
had a most complete way of getting rid 
of Mr. Johnson’s arguments; he was 
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a sly fellow; hence, says he, “to one is 
given the gift of faith, to another the 
power to work miracles.” “ Do all work 
miracles? do all prophesy?’ Hence, if 
any of his members been asked for 
a miracle, they would have come flatly 
and ~ donot work miracles ;” 

» 8a . Johnson, a ev list, 
look for miracles.” But lastly, on this 
subject, I found a most eminent - 
age, one that I least expected, belonging 
to the evangelical church; one who is 
“the prince and the power of the air ;” 
one ‘who “ wanders to and fro in the 
earth ;” one, against whom “ Michael the 


archangel, dared not to bring a raili 
accusation ;” one who has often appeared 
among the “ sons of God ;” one who says 
that “this world, and its glory, and do- 
minion, belongs to him ”—coming to our 
Saviour, and wanting him to make 
stones bread, and requesting him to , 
* cast himself down from the temple,” or 
to perform some miracle, that he might 
know that he was the son of God; and, 
— the old gentleman would have 

lieved, if he had seen a miracle,—but 
he did not do it. What a pity. 

But having said so much upon this 
subject, I must now touch upon another, 
and then close. I find, sir, that it is 
not truth that the evangelical church 
are in quest of, but miracles ; hence, for 
instance, although there is so much 
HUMBUGERY about Mormonism, and it is 
palpably false and unscriptural; if they 
would work a miracle, it would be true 
at once ; all its obnoxious features would 
depart ; all its errors would be removed ; 
and it would be changed from the per- 
fectly ridiculous, to the most sublime ; 
error would at once become truth, and 
wickedness be transformed into righte- 
ousness. The evangelicals were no 
doubt convinced that the magicians of 
Egypt were of God, for they performed 
miracles. The witch of Endor, also ° 

ssessed a su tural ney, and 
thodox church. Simon the sorcerer, 
seems to have been thought an honour- 
able man, and obtained great credence 
among the orthodox; but unfortunately 
for our modern ev lical churches, 
they have not had much‘of an opportu- 
nity of seeing miracles performed ; how- 
ever, as a glorious day is about to dawn 
upon them, they have cause to lift up 
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their hearts and rejoice ; for Paul says, 
that “Satan will come with all deceiv- 
ableness, and signs, and lying wonders, 
and for this cause Gud will send them 
strong delusions, that they may believe 
a lie and be damned ; because they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.” John 
says, “ | saw three unclean spirits, like 
frogs, come out of the mouth of the 
dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet ; for they are the spirits of devils 
working miracles, which go forth unto 
the kings of the earth, and of the whole 
world.” Rev. c. xvi, v. 13, i4. John 
further speaks of a beast that made war 
with the Saints, and overcame them. 
The evangelical church in Missouri, have 
patterned well after their great proto- 
type. But he shall do great wonders 
yet, so that he maketh fire come down 
from heaven in the sight of men, and 
deceiveth them that dwell on the earth, 
by the means of those MIRACLES which 
he had power to do, in the sight of the 
beast. Rev. c. xii. Hence, when the 
church shall be fully established, it will 
every way meet the desires and hopes of 
Mr. Johnson, and all the evangelical 
church. Its pretentions will be fully 
attested by miracles, the evangelical 
church will enlarge its borders, and all 
the world will wonder after the beast, 
saying, “ who is like unto him.” 

You will perceive, sir, by this brief 
synopsis, that evangelical religion has 
revailed in every country, and abounded 
in all nations; that it is as old as the an- 
tediluvians, and as modern asthe Mis~ 


sourians ; and that it has found strenu- - 


ous advocates in every age, that the 
ig ape testify of it, and that it is likely 
to be great, powerful, and almost uni- 
versal; therefore, the editor of the 
““ Cross and Journal” may take courage. 
He has already seen the great prosperit 
of the HOME MISSION in the WEST, 
aided by his indefatigable exertions and 
untiring zeal; and from the prospects 
that lay before him, as the aniston and 
advocate of evangelical principles, there 
is every pros of his becoming 
honourable in the earth, and of having 
his name handed down to future genera- 
tions ; and perhaps when it is well with 
him, he may remember his friend Mr. 
Juhnson. 
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The Mormons in Boston and Vicinity. 


As every thing which relates to this 
unique sect is interesting at this time. 
we have concluded to give an account 
of their affairs in this city and vicinity. 
This information we have derived from 
Mr. Nickerson, the presiding elder in 
Boston. Their meetings are held at 
No. 82, Commercial] Street, on Sunday, 
at the usual hours of public worship, 
and are free to all. This chureh was 
formed on Wednesday, the 9th of March 
last, with little more than thirty mem- 
hers, most of whom were baptized by 
tlder Nickerson. ‘Lhe congregation 
has been large, and a great many have 
been obliged to turn away in conse- 

uence of the crowds which attend In 

helsea, meetings are held occasivnally, 
and one has been baptized. In Salem, 
and vicinity, about seventy have been 
baptized. In Medfield, Medway, Cape 
Cod, and many other placés, meetings 
are also held. . Nickerson says there 
never was such a call for preachers as at 
the — time. The minds of the 
people, he says, are ready to receive the 


truth, and the cry is for preachers. In — 


Peterboro. twenty have been baptized in 
one day. There is a great stir, evidently, 
and the elder is confident that the people 
will soon flock in crowds to the “ stan- 
dard of truth.” The church in Peter- 
boro, Gilson, and neighbourhood, num- 
bers in all upwards of one bundred 
What will the end be ? 


The Mormons—Joe Smith the Prophet. 


Smith is decidedly the greatest original! 
of the present day. He carries ail 
before him when he undertakes an en 
terprise — knows no impediment -- and 
never halts in his course till he has ac 
complished his object. is post, at the 
bad of the Mormons, 1s a conspicuous 
one, and in a few years with such ad. 
vancement as he Las met with for the 

t year, will give him a numberless 

ost of followers. We should not be 
surprised if he showd become as »%m- 
nipotent as ever the Pope was in his 
salaieet days. He is a genius—-and a 
rare one—and all the armies of Satan, 
should they confront him in a solid pha- 
lanx, would be sure to meet with sore dis- 
comfiture, if not with complete annihila- 


o 
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tion. The true philosophy of go-a-head- 


ity—the quintessence of concentrated | 


moral] and spiritual energy, fears no com- 
bat, and although, we cannot say it ex- 
tactly courts danger, it never flies from 
the post of dutyon itsapproach. Wehave 
so high an opinion of Joe Smith, that we 
intend to open acorrespondence with him, 

‘in order to acquaint ourselves with all 

his secret springs of action, and thus, 

get all the secrets of his success, public 

worldly and ecclesiastical. 

, e chapter from the recently re- 
covered book of Abraham, and the uni- 
ue cut which illustrates it, on our out- 
de, has occasioned us some expense ; but 

we care not for that, so long as we please 
our patrons, which we mean to do at all 
hazards ; trusting to the sense of 
the most enlightened public in this, or 
any other universe, for suitable remu- 
neration. 

The Mggmons hold meetings in Bos- 
ton regularly on the sabbath, somewhere 
in Commercial Street, and are equally 
successful in saving souls, es. the 
sick, and restoring sight to the blind. 
Meetings are also held in Chelsea, and 
the cause is on the increase in that place. 
_. Will elder Nickerson, or some of the 
brethern, furnish us with the statistics ? 


The Latter-day Saints again. 

We have yo evenly to lay before our 
readers, the following letter from elder 
Nickerson, the presiding elder of the 
church of Latter-day Saints in Boston, 
who believes, to use his own words, that 
“wickedness will soon be swept from 
the earth, and that the day of universal 
righteousness will set in during this ge- 
neration, when our offices shall all be- 
come peace, and our exactions righte- 
ousness.” 

Boston, April 11, 1842. 

To the Editor of the Daily Ledger. 

Dear Sir —Observing a uest in 
your paper for information of the situa- 


tion and of the Latter-day 
Saints in n, and vicinity, I rejoice 
that I have this opportunity. The cause 
of truth is on in this city, and the 


region round about. I commenced 
ra in Boston, on the 30th of May 

in Winchester Hall, in the forenoon, 
and in the afternoon took a in the 


free discussion, which I followed for seve- 
ral months, when one of the number 
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which was called infidels, began to believe 
in the truth of the oldand new testaments, 
which the world calls Mormonism. The 
individual was Mr. Abijah Tewkesbury, 
who opened his shipping office, and seat~ 
ed it for free soctshien:. 
first that was baptized in Boston. Three 
others were ized on the 9th of Janu- 
ary, 1842. I have held fore and after- 
noon meetings at 82, Commercial Street, 
ever since. There was a branch o 
nized in Boston, numbering thirty, in- 
e ninth o : e great inquiry 
after truth still continues. Soverdl are 
added tm the church weekly. I have 
baptized im Boston and vicinity, some 
from Maine, some have gone to sea in 
vessels, several in Lynn, fourin Medfield, 
and seven in Cape Cod, and all are 


strong in the faith, and in one ing. 
I have baptized im all, a little rising fi 
persons. There are calls for preaching 
an every side. ‘ 
We have meetings in private houses 


through the city, nearly every evening. 


People of all classes come to hear, and 
it is rare that one goes away dissatisfied. 
The honest in heart are coming out; and 
I think, will every one join the church. 


‘There is likewise a branch organised in 


Salem. Brother Snow is preaching 
there. His church has sixty-two mem- 
bers, and is increasing every week. 
There is one elder and one priest. El- 
der Maginn is preaching in Peterboro, 
Gilson, and vicinity, w there are 
several branches, numbering about one 
hundred. I understand, — have 
been baptized in one day. A branch 
has been established also in Northbridge, 
of upwards of thirty members, and is 
on the increase ; elder Swett presides. 
- I am now in Boston, and invite all 
the honest in heart, both priests and 
people, to come and hear for themselves, 
as I do believe the end of this age is 
near at hand, and thé fulness of the 
gospel is preached, and the honest in 
eart, or the elect of God, will be 
thered in from the four quarters of 
the earth, and a new era, a reign of 
righteousness, will commence on_ the 
earth, which will continue for a thou- 
sand years. If any, either priest or 


' people, desire an interview for informa- 


ive me their 


tion, they will please 
» and time 


names, street and num 


that they would wish for me to come and 
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see them, and if possible, I will attend 
to the call with pleasure. Have you 
souls worth saving ? If so, do not neglect 
to investigate. Paul’sreligion persecuted 
the Saints, but the gospel of Christ, he 
was not ashamed of, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to them that 
believe. 

We believe in faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ —repentance — baptism for the 
remission of sins—laying on of hands 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost — 
with all the prophecies and blessings 
which did follow the ancient Saints— 
such as casting out devils in the name of 
Christ, healing the sick, and so forth, 
which signs do follow many of those 
that believe, in the city of Boston. 
Come and see. 

FREEMAN NICKERSON. 


P. 8. Likewise the devil is cast out 
by the word of God, and the sick are 
healed by the prayer of faith, and an- 
noiated with oil, and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them without mon- 
” ; and I request the citizens and au- 

orities of the city of Boston, to open 
a house for the servant of the people, 
that the Lord hath sent to this city, to 
warn the people of the destruction 
which will take in this generation, 
that is now on the earth, and teach them 
how they may escape, and come through, 
and abide the day of the second coming 
of Christ, to reign on the earth a thou- 
sand years. Quench not the ~_ des- 


ise not prophecyings, prove all things, 
fold fast that which is good. 
GOVERNMENT AND INSTITUTIONS OF 
NAUVOO. 


As many thousands of the people of 
England are emigrating to Nauvoo and 
vicinity, it becomes necessary for us to 
impart some further information concern- 
ing its temporal affairs, as English and 
American institutions widely differ in 
many respects. | 

Nauvoo is situated on the eastern 
bank of the Mississippi river, in the 
county of Hancock, state of Illinois. 
It is fifteen hundred miles above New 
Orleans, and about two hundred and 
fifty miles above St. Louis. The river 
opposite the city is a beautiful sheet of 


_ water, about one mile and quarter wide, 


and is navigable for steamers to the 
falls of St. Anthony, six hundred miles 
above Nauvoo. 


This town was founded by the Saints 
in 1839. On application to the legisla- 
ture of the state, it was incorporated as 
a city government, with a liberal charter, 
which gives it power to elect its mayor 
and council, who have power to enact 
and enforce all necessary laws for its 
government and regulation. 

Gen. John C. Bennet, a man of God, 
and a gentleman well versed in political 
and military affairs, was elected mayor, 
and with the assistance of the city coun- 
cil, has proceeded to enact such laws as 
are necessary for the common good. 
Among these we rejoice to say, that tem- 
perance is enforced, and the sale of in- 
toxicating liquors strictly prohibited. 

The city vores a literary in- 


stitution, called the Nauvoo University, | 


which is already in successful operation, 
and where all Eiemshes of learning will 
be taught. The benefits of This institu- 
tion are accessible to all the citizens on 

ual and reasonable terms. 

It also includes a military organiza- 
tion, called the Nauvoo Legion, which 
includes all the military strength of the 


place. 
- Under these liberal privileges and en-. 


lightened regulations, and located in the 
heart of one of the richest and most pro- 
ductive and fertile countries in the world, 
Nauvoo has, in the short space of three 
years, become one of the largest towns in 
the west, containing within its co 
tion, something like 10,000 inhabitants, 
while many thousands more are settled 
and are improving in the country around, 
and hundreds and thousands more are 
arriving almost daily, as emigrants, from 
various states and nations. It is more 
than probable that in the course of twelve 
months, this city will number from fif- 
teen to twenty thousand inhabitants. — 
The buildings are mostly temporary ca- 
bins, built of wood and are very small, 
unfinished, and inconvenient; but they 
are such as are generally erected in the 
beginning of new settlements in every 
part of the country, and will soon give 
lace to those of brick and stone. In- 
eed, several brick buildings are 
erected, and hundreds of others are in 
rocess of erection. The temple which 
is now in progress, is built entirely of 
stone. It is designed to be about t28 
feet long, 88 feet wide, and 150 feet high 
to the top of the spire. The Nauvoo 
House is building of stone and brick; it is 
F2 
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designed about 240 feet in length, front- 
ing on two streets in form of an L; 40 
feet deep, and four stories high. This 
is designed as an hotel, or home for tra- 
vellers and strangers. The streets are 
regularly laid out from north to south, 
and from east to west; they are broad 
and pleasant, but not yet paved. 

T ion includes every able-bodied 
male inhabitant from eighteen years of 
age to forty-five, who are to furnish 
themselves with good muskets or rifles 
(except a few companies who are armed 
by the state), and are required to do mi- 
litary duty according to the following 
ordinance, passed March 12th, 1842 :— 


COURT MARTIAL OF THE NAUYOO LEGION, 


+ 


shall be the duty of ev white 
inhabitant of the city of voo, between 
forty-five years of age, to enrol 
me company of the Legion, by re- 
-— to the captain thereof, within fif-. 
: every person neglecting or refus- 
shall, on conviction thereof, before a 
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taffon parade n th of and 
on the une 
October, in their respective precincts ; : 
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Captains, ai dollars; Lie 
x utenan 
commissioned 
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five years, exce 
exem as 0 
tial of the certiiate 
inability, un signed Lieuwtenan 
co by he & General, 
and recorded by the Major s War Secre- 
c. 5. Each al court of assessment of 
fines, shall or as president 
—the Adjutant as secretary a the of 


and the of appeals 
seco urday thereafter, such places as ths 
Colonel} direct. 


December, and such other be ap- 
orders of the Lieu- 
tenant General, and Major the 


— Nauvoo, on a notice of ten days 


and 
Joux C. Buxxert, Major 
and Secretary of the Court 


upon him, shall, in addition, be cashiered and dis- 
or ‘by order of the ee. 
eral; pro elwogs : thet all members of 
corporation, are amable to attend parades on 
account of sickness in their families, or any other 
; reasonable excuse, satisfactory to the court mar- 
tial, shall, for the time being, be exempt from all 
such fines. 
Sec. 4. That no 
in the limi 
residence, 
| 
| com es as Mem court o 
Ordinance, No. |. shall be composed of the Colonel as president—the 
Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the Court Martial of Adjutant as secretary—and the Lieutenant Colo- 
. the Nauvoo in court assembled nel and Major as members,—the court of assess- 
the ides, and ment shall sit on the Saturday suc each 
uniforms of the United States’ 
licable, be, and they hereby are pted for 
gion; provided, that each may adopt 
court of the Logi on, constituting the 
f making department of the on, shall 
of March, ber, and 
General, 
of Major ee -officer, a Judge Advo- 
cate, and four <2 OID, with the rank of 
. Colonels; and ve Aids-de-Camp, 
See. 3. The Legion shall id general parade Armour Bearer, with the rank 
on first Saturday Be Captain. 
sling : Bec. 8. The staff of the or General, shall 
eral, a Cornet, a Quarter Master a Com. 
missary General, a General, a 
in their respective precincts; and an offi- a War , > 
| cer Gril on the Thursday” and Friday” preceding 
each general parade, in the city of Nauvoo; an and Chief Musician, with the rank of Major, and 
guch other ssasters or parades the Licutenant 
| iene’ be te Sec. 9. The staff of each Brigadier General, shall 
consist of two Aids-de Camp, an Assistant Quar- 
ter Master General, an Assistant Commissary 
| General, and a Surgeon, with the rank of Lieuw- 
tenant Colonel; six Assistant the 
| towing to 10, The staff of each Colonel shall consiet 
) of an Adjutant, a Quarter Master Sergeant, and 
| Sec. 11. Each Regiment shall be with 
a Colonel, a Lieutenant Colonel, a Major, and 
| _ company officers. 
| -commissioned officer, musiciarz tenants, five one 
to Pioneer, and four Corporals. 
t months from the Sec. 13. The Lieutenant General, and the Ma. 
fined in the same jor General, may by their joint act, grant brevet 
eg of panede— every commissions to such persons as may merit ap- 
or to atten 
officer drills, shall be fined in halfthe sumg afore. istent with this o and they hereby 
said<end any commissioned officer who shall are repealed. Passed, March 1%h, 1642. 
negiéct or refuse to attend their propriate Joszra Surru, Lieutenant Gene 
courte martial, shall be fined in one half the sums Martial, 
any neglect. 
ing, or refusing, to discharge any duty devolving Martial. 
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e foregoing is in accordance with 
can government, in regard to the militia. 
It saves the ex as well as the cor- 
rupt and immoral tendency of a stand- 
ing army in time of peace.—It is true, 
it costs something to arm and equip, and 
to devote several days in the year to these 
duties ; but it is far less expensive than a 
oe. army, as well as more conge- 
nial with the spirit of freedom and of 
free institutions. While the people are 
the bearers of their own arms and ar- 
mour, there will not be much danger of 
their being kept under and deprived of 
their om, which is often the case ina 
country where standing troops are sup- 
ported and 
There is also another iar advan- 
tage to the Saints to be derived from a 
well organized and disciplined legion, 
viz., it affords that security and protec- 
tion against lawless violence which has 
been so much needed of late ; but which 
our people could seldom enjoy until thus 
= they have at length become 
able to protect themselves. May the 
God of armies t that the cre | 


increase in num and in strength, 
armed with ri usness, and with the 
power of God 


great glory, it shall be 
able to reseue the American Republic 
from the brink of ruin—to restore to her 
citizens the enjo t of the rights pur- 
chased by the blood of their fathers— 
and to transmit to posterity, a govern- 
ment and institutions which stand 
wamoved, and un amid the 
wreck of empires and the crash of thrones 
—as an ensign of freedom to the nations 
—an — for the oppressed of every 
clime, till sin and death shall cease to be, 
and time shall emerge into the ocean of 


In Nauvoo, as well as most other parts 
of the United States, every white male 
inhabitant of twenty-one years of age and 
upwards is a voter, provi ed he has been 
in the state a sufficient length of time, 
and has complied with the national laws, 
ces government are appo y elec- 
tion, amd are equally ee all 

persons, according as can 
obtain the voice of the le. ere 
being no -royalty, no nobility, no privi- 
leged classes, none born to rule, there- 
politically, on the same 
The makers of law, as well as 


the judges and administrators of law are 


inted by the voice of the le. 
is oe state religion 
tablished and supported in that country ; 
no tithes, no church rates, no spiritual 
dignitaries supported by government ap- 
propriations. The law is so framed as 
to protect all religions and enforce none. 
re are no game laws; any person 
who pleases may hunt, shoot, or destroy 
rabbits, pigeons, wild ducks, geese, swan, 
turk deer, antelo bears, elks, or 
even buffaloes and wild horses; the two 
latter are existing in great numbers on 
the great prairies, several days journ 
to the west of Nauvoo, and are hun 
in great numbers by the Indians. The 
to take the wild horses alive al 
break and tame them for their use. 

To comment upon, or draw a contrast 
between the government and institutions 
of Nauvoo and those of England, would 
be useless, as every one can see and un- 
tween two, and the vast advantages 
of the one above the other. 

Nauvoo, then, is the nucleus of a 
glorious dominion of universal liberty, 
peace, and plenty; it is an organization 
of that government of which shall 
be no end—of that kingdom of Messiah 
which shall roll forth, from conquer- 
ing and to conquer, until it shall be said, 
that. the kingdoms of thie world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ,” “anD THE SAINTS OF 
THE Most HIGH SHALL POSSESS THE 
GREATNESS OF THE KINGDOM UNDER 
THE WHOLE HEAVEN.” —Ep. 


REMARKABLE VISION. 

The following is av account of a re- 
markable vision of Sarah Smith, of 
Hanley, Staffordshire, England, taken 
from her own mouth by P. P. Pratt, 
June 15th, 1842. 

In 1835, on the 26th of December, 
being carried away in a vision, I was in 
a beautiful- garden, in with 
— walks, green and beauti- 

fruit-trees; looking towards the 
east, I saw the rays of the sun pi 
among the shades, the heavens 

ight, and m dressed in white, 
with a hymn-book in my hand, and was 
singing hymns. I then saw the Lord 
Jesus coming to meet me; he was 
arrayed in white, and his countenance 
as the sun; he had twelve angels before 
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him, and twelve behind him, with harps 
in their hands, and were singing and 
playing music ; they were all in white, 

ith long hair hanging in beautiful 
ringlets down their shoulders. The 
Lord took me by the hand, and said 
unto me, follow thou me; he led me 


a place like unto a pri and 


said, behold on thy left; and I looked 
and beheld the flames of hell; and I 
cried Lord save me, and he said, — 
from this hour thy soul is saved. e 
then came to the bottom of a steep hill, 
and I saw at my right hand, as it were, 
a temple built of pure gold, mingled 
with glass, we then ascended the hill, 
hand-in-hand, the twelve angels before 
and the twelve behind; at the top of the 
hill were the gates of heaven, as it were, 
of pearl, cut in beautiful figures, and 
clear as crystali, At the gates stood two 
angels with trumpets in their hands, the 
Lord spoke to them, and the gates flew 
; I saw within, the Lord sitting on 
throne, which was of pearl, beauti- 
fully wrought in figures and ornaments, 
his countenance was as the lightning, 
almost too bright to behold; legions of 
“— were round about him, all singing, 
and playing on musical instruments. 
He had in his left hand a roll of parch- 
ment, while his right hand was extended 
to his son, and he said unto his son, sit 
thou at my right hand, and he was then 
seated at his right hand; he said unto 
me, enter into the joy of thy Lord, and 
I was seated at his right hand; and he 
gave me a harp to play, and I sung and 
played with the — After behold- 
ing several other things which it is not 
wisdom to write, I awoke from my 
vision. The following is one of the 
hymns which I sung with Jesus and the 
angels, as we walked in the garden, and 
which I have ever since retained in my 
memnorys without the slightest alteration 
in or syllable : 
No one doth know, no soagee can tell, 
What I've gone through I've lain il); 


But Christ has eased me of my pain, 
And sanctified my soul in him. 


When Se of heaven, 
hymns of joy in heaven. 
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join in and 
With 
And when I reach that blissful throne, 


And have the robes of glory on: 
‘And the bright crown which Christ has given: 
Ready prepared for me in heaven. 
Lord, 
With hymns oy in one accord; 

angels w , all say, 


Glory unto our most high 


The Millennial Star. 
August 1 1842. 


Tue large amount of important matter 
which was crowding upon us, and strug- 
gling for a place in our columns, has in- 
duced us to publish a double number 
this month, which we hope will prove as 
acceptable and interesting to our readers, 
and afford them as much pleasure and 
profit in the perusal, as it has us in the 
composition and selection. 

When we read the Book of Abraham 
with the reflection that its light has 
burst upon the world after a silence of 
three or four thousand years, during 
which it has slumbered in the bosom of 
the dead, and been sealed up in the sa- 
cred archives of Egypt’s mouldering ru- 
ins; when we see there unfolded our 
eternal being—our existence before the 
world was—our high and responsible 
station in the councils of the Holy One, 
and our eternal destiny ; when we there 
contemplate the majesty of the works of 
God as unfolded in all the simplicity of 
truth, opening to our view the wide ex- 
panse of the universe, and shewing the 
laws and regulations, the times and revo- 
lutions of all worlds, from the celestial 
throne of heaven’s King, or the mighty 
Kolob, whose daily revolution is a thou- 
sand years, down through all the grada- 
tions of existence to.our puny earth, we 
are lost in astonishment and admiration, 
and are led to exclaim, what is man with- 
out the key of knowledge? or what can 
he know when shut from the presence of 
his maker, and deprived of conversation 
with all intelligences of a higher order? 
Surely the mind of man is just awaking 
from the deep sleep of many generations, 


| through 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} Weep not for me, ‘tis all in vain, 
sins, and then refrain ; 

For says come, I'l] ease your pain, 

If you will come to me again. 

© what a joyful seund to hear 

The Saints and angels singing there, 
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from his thousand years of midnight 
darkness. The morning of celestial light 
has dawned upon a benighted world— 
“ The opening seals announce the day 
By prophets long foretold.” 

No doubt, many will startle at the 
term “ Gods,” or deity in the plural 
number; yet it is a fact that the bible 
calls them Gods to whom the word of 
God came. And in the beginning of 
Genesis, and throughout the bible, the 
Hebrew word Elohim (Gods), is actu- 
ally in the plural, though the translators 
have rendered it (God) in the singular. 

Again, when we read the history of 
our beloved brother, Joseph Smith, and 
of the glorious ministry and message of 
the angel Nephi, which has finally open- 
ed a new dispensation to man, and com- 
menced a revolution in the moral, civil, 
and religious government of the world, 
which will be consummated in effectu- 
ally overturning the dominion of anti- 
Christ, which has long prevailed with 
almost universal sway, and in bringing 
Jew and Gentile under the peaceable 
government of Messiah, while all the 
kingdoms of the world bow to his scep- 
tre and own his authority, our bosoms 
swell with emotions of joy and wonder, 
of hope and love, which language will 
never express, nor pen record. Who can 
read the certainty, the glory, the plain- 
ness of the truths there revealed, and 
afterwards content themselves with the 
husks, the chaff, the phantoms, and fables 
of sectarianism? None but the blindest 
bigots, who choose darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil. 

The subject on Baptism for the Dead 
is scarcely less interesting, as it unfolds 
and iflustrates the justice and mercy of 
God, and the great plan of salvation 
touching the nations and generations of 
universal man, and strikes at the root of 
superstitious, narrow, and uncharitable 
principles and traditions of modern 
priest craft. It enlarges the soul, en- 
lightens the understanding, and comforts 
the mind. 


We would also call the special atten- 
tion of our readers to the article, enti- 
tled Evangelical Religion. It may 
open the eyes of many to the awful state 
the christian world is in, as it does, cer- 
tainly, show many of their ridiculous 
absurdities with a master hand. 

The Sabbath Scene in Nauvoo will 
serve to show what president Joseph 
Smith is doing and teaching there, 
while his enemies are filling the world 
with slanders against him ; AND HI8 
SIGNAL SUCCESS IN THE BAPTISM OF 
EIGHTY NEW CONVERTS IN ONE DAY, 
AND WITH HIS OWN HANDS. 

We have published the short piece 
from the New York Churchman, headed 
“ Mormonism,” in order that our readers 
may contrast the remarks of a religious 
bigot with those of other editors who 
are untrammeled, and willing to speak 
of the Saints, and all others, in their 
true light; and after what we have 
published in relation to the government 
of Nauvoo, it needs no further com- 
ment. 
It must be “an intelligent gentleman” 
irideed, who cannot distinguish a militia 
drill from a despotic government, and 
who confounds a lawful military order, 
issued by General Smith, as a commis- 
sioned officer of the state of Illinois, 
with the words of inspiration, given by 
the mouth of a prophet, for the religious 
edification and guidance of a church of 
the Saints? It is easy for such a man 
to convert a christian into a “Mahome- 
tan,” an honest man into a “ knave,” or 
a patriot of a republican state into a 
despot, merely for doing the duties re- 
quired of him by the law of the land, 
as an officer of the state. We again 
repeat that Joseph Smith is a general at 
the head of the militia of the state of 
Illinois, holding his commission under 
the governor; and that the Nauvoo 
Legion, under his immediate command, 
is a militia organization in accordance 
with the laws of the country, and char. 
tered by the state legislature. 


. We know what the New York Church- 
man and his “ intelligent friend” aim 
at; it isto excite public jealousy, and 


and will, enjoy and maintain their rights. 


EMIGRATION.—The season is fast ap- 
proaching when the Saints in this coun- 
try will again commence the busy bustle 
of emigration; it therefore becomes our 
duty to lay before them such seasonable 
information as their circumstances re- 
quire 


emigration should commence, on account 
of the hot and sickly season in New Or. 
leans. We shall have a fine ship in 
readiness to sail on the 15th of Septem- 
ber and several others in the course of 
a week or two from that time, and so 
on, as occasion may require, through 
the season. 

- There is every prospect that the ex- 
pence of passage and provisions from 
Liverpool to New Orleans will be as low 
as it was last season, viz., £8 15s, to £4 
per head. Those under fourteen, half 
price, those under one year, free. It 
never can be afforded much lower than 
this. Those who wish to go, should be 
sure to inform us as early as possible, 
and send a list of their names and ages, 
two sail, The 

up the river from New Orleans to Nau- 


twelve or fifteen 
per if it is managed 

union and with prudence, 7 
. Passengers should take with them, as 
tar as possible, all kinds of clothing, and 
beds and bedding in plenty; also pots 
and pans, and all kinds of cooking uten- 
sils, and as many tools for the business 
they intend to follow, as possible. They 
may also take any reasonable amount of 
furniture, such as bedsteads, tables, a few 
chairs, a sofa, or drawers; or they may 
sell them here and purchase new ones 
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The 18th of September is as carly as. 


after they arrive, as timber is more plen- 
tiful in that country; but it is better to 
take them along with them, than to part 
with them for half their value, as we 
charge them nothing for the freight of 
their on the ship, and the charge 
will be but trifling in going up the river. 
As many of the emigrants will arrive 
at Nauvoo with nothing but their han 
it is advisable for those who have capital, 
to carry it with them, instead of expend- 
ing it all to help their brethren to emi- 
grate, as means must be had there as 
well as men, or so many cannot find em- 
ployment. 
_ All who go there with money should 
be careful not to lock it up like a miser, 
where it will do no good; but put it to 
immediate use for their own benefit, 
either in lands, in building, or in works, 
or business of whatever kind they desire ; 
so that, while they benefit themselves, 
they may make employment for the poor, 
and build up Zion, “ that her waste 


lay this money out according to coun- 
cil, even the council of those whom 
God has appointed to move the cause of 
Zion in mighty power; for this is the 


| 
get up another order for the extermina- 
tion of the Saints. But their murder- 
ous designs are vain, the Sainte must, 
places may become like Eden, and her 
| desert like the garden of the Lord, that 
| joy and gladness may be found therein, 
thanksgiving and the voice of melody.” 
They should also be very careful to 
| only way to act in concert, and unless 
we do act in concert, our money will 
perish with us; for we shall be de- 
in concert 
perish 
lost ite sa- 
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when his mouth is full, and live only for 
himeelf, and to seek for riches and pros- 
perity as an individual, without being 
identified with the society in his inter- 
ests, or blending his prosperity or ad- 
versity with theirs; I say, many persons 
have supposed that in so doing, they ac- 
complish the object of the gathering ; 
but they are mistaken —ten thousand 
times ten thousand such persons brought 
together, and acting upon such princi- 
ples, will never make a “ Zion,” “ a city 
of the Lord,” but only a Babylon. 

Were I to emigrate as a Saint of the 
Most High, I would live in their midst, 
enjoy their society and instruction, and 
be guided by their council in both tem- 
poral and spiritual things, or I would 
perish in the attempt. Their prosperity 
should be my prosperity, and their ad. 
versity my adversity their God should 
he my God, and where they died I would 
die, and there would I be buried. 

If, while on my way to Nauvoo, ten 
thousand smooth-faced flatterers, or 
foul-mouthed slanderers should meet 
me to turn me aside, yet would I meet 
them like Bunyan’s “‘ Great Heart” did 
the giante—I would resist their insinu- 
ations, and exclaim : he 


Apostacy.—The spirit of apostacy has 
been quite prevalent of late, principally 
among those who have emigrated from 
England to America, They are first 
seized with a murmuring and fault-find- 
ing spirit towards those who have suffer. 
ed perils and privations, by sea and land, 
for them and for the cause of truth. 
These they seek to injure by all manner 
of evil speaking and railing accusation. 
Next they find fault with their sea voy- 
age and the provisions and sea stores, 
as being either too scarce or not suited 
to their appotite, Next they find fault 
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with the country, because it does not pro- 
duce furnished houses and paved streets, 
and all manner of riches and luxuries 
spontaneously, without their labour or 
their pains; and, last of all, they find 
fault with the servants of God, who have 
spent a dozen or twenty years in the ser- 
vice of the people, and suffered the loss 
of all things, time and again, for Christ’s 
sake and the gospel’s, because they have 
a house, a home, a farm, a horse and car- 
riage, or suit of clothes, and will not 
give it to them, or lay it aside to work 
and build them houses and feed them. 
These they pronounce the wickedest men 
in the world, and they write back to this 
country all manner of evil concerning 
them. 

Among the most conspicuous of these 
apostates, we would notice a young fe- 
male who emigrated from Manchester in 
September last, and who, after conduct. 
ing herself in a manner unworthy the 
character of one professing 


godliness, at 
length conceived the plan of gaining 
friendship and ex notoristy 
with the world, or rather with the ene. 
mies of truth, by striking a blow at the 
character of some of its worthiest cham. 
pions. She well knew that this would 
be received as a sweet morsel by her old 
friends, the Methodists, and other ene- 
inies of the Saints. She accordingly se- 
lected president J. Smith, and elder B. 
Young for her victims, and wrote to 
England that these men had been trying 
to seduce her, by making her believe that 
God had given a revelation that men 
might have two wives; by these disrepu- 
table means she thought to overthrow the 
Saints here, or at least to bring a storm 
of persecution on them, and prevent 
others from joining them; but in this 
thing she was completely deceived by 
Satan. Her proceedings have had no 
other effect upon the Saints, than to fill 
them with mingled feelings of pity and 
contempt towards her, and to make them 
more diligent and faithful to the cause 
of God, Their meetings are well at. 


Are there no foes for ms to those? 

Must I not the flood ? 
Is this vain world a friend to grace, 

To help me to my God? 
Ten thousand sea and lan 

Bo now I will on Zion stand, 

And dwell within Nauvoo, 
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tended with crowded and attentive au- 
diences—the power and spirit of God is 
in their midst—they are filled with the 
testimony of Jesus, and with a desire to 
emigrate and settle among the Saints in 
America. Many are coming forward for 

from week to week, both in 
Manchester and in Liverpool. However, 
_ we will do her the justice to say, that 
_ her letters have had some effect upon 
several of her relatives and three or four 
persons have left the church, perhaps, 
partly through the influence of these 
and other reports from apostates and 
murmurers; and if any such thing can 
turn any others from the faith, we shall 
be very happy to part with them, as 


That their 


may be assailed by those foolish tales 
about the two wives, we would say that 
no such principle ever existed among the 
Latter-day Saints, and never will; this 
is well known to all who are acquainted 
wit our books and actions, the Book 
of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants; 
and also all our periodicals are very strict 
and explicit on that subject, indeed far 
more so than the bible. | 
The following is an extract from a 
letter written by the sister of the female 
before mentioned, which will enable the 
Saints to judge of the confidence to be 
placed in her slanderous statements. 
Nawvoo, April 20th, 1842. 
* Dear ——.,, We arrived here three 
weeks ago; I thought I would not write 
until I had seen the prophet, and attended 
the meetings in Nauvoo I havenow been 
at the meetings three sabbaths, and have 
had the pleasure of attending the con- 
ference which continued for three days ; 
and I have had the pleasure of hearing 
brother J speak, and I consider 
that one 8 h rewarded me for 
all the afflictions I endured while on the 
mighty deep. I have no doubt but you 


have heard that I was sick almost all the 
that I was afflicted, for in the night 
season when sleep was taken from me, 


the Lord manifested himself to me in a 

manner I cannot express; it might have 

been that if the Lord had not me 

these things I might have stumbled with 

the lying that are in circulation. 
that 


_— y this time, you will have 


prove that my sister has told some of the 
lies that ever were circulated. 
“ Dear —_, are trying times for 
us all, but 1 know this is the work of 
the living God, and though earth and 
hell d combine to stop its progress, 
cannot prevail. I beg of you not 
to to sapere but know for your- 
self, for I believe it is your privilege. 
O ! how I long to see you and enjoy your 
society, and un my care to you. 
My parents have turned their backs 
upon me, because I would not leave the 
Saints, and have told my elder sister not 
to own them until she abandoned “ Mor- 
monism ;’ but with all this she is un- 
moved, and is still contending for the. 
faith once delivered to the Saints, for 
she and many other of the English 
Saints have proved that the statements 
made by my sister are falsehoods of the 
basest kind.” 
Corresponvence. 


LETTERS FROM NAUVOO. 

We have seen many in letters 
from Nauvoo of late, which would, no 
doubt, be interesting to our readers, but 
we have only room for the following 


extracts— 

Elder William Clayton writes to William Hard- 
man, dated Nauvoo, March 3th, as follows :— 
Dear William,—My heart rejoices 

while I write to inform you that, on Sun- 

day evening last, the steamer Ariel 
landed at Nauvoo, loaded with Saints 
from England. About five o'clock 
the boat was seen ing up the river, 
the whole deck efouded with Saints. 

I went to the landing place along with 

Elder John Taylor, his wife, and others. 
As we went along, we were delighted 

and astonished to see the number of 

Saints on their way to meet the boat. 

When we arriv the scene was 

affecting; I could not refrain from 

weeping. I looked round, and I sup- 
pose there was not less than from two 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
have written to England, as they would 
not let me see their letters, but I can 
Who're not afraid to die.” 
But, for the information of those who 
| 
| 


i 


; and 


i 


those on the boat “2 
believe, The Latter-day Glory.”’) 

At this period my heart almost melted, 
the boat moving majesticaly, every head 
stretched out, and all eyes gazing with 
intensity. A few moments more and 
the boat was landed, and the joyful ac- 
clamations and $y welcomes 
would have made a heart of stone ac- 
knowledge, that whether there was any 
religion or not, there was a great quan- 
tity of love—the purest essence of reli- 

ion. I soon recognized sister Davies, 
Cookson-street, Manchester, and a 


sister Martha who lived with them ; also 


James Burgess and family, Richard 
Hardman and family, Rbt. Williams and 
wife, and several others whom I knew. 
They soon discovered me, and we quickly 
felt each other’s hand, and had a time of 
rejoicing together. mah soon 
in wai to eir to 
houses until errengements could. be 
made for their final accommodation. 
The company were in good health and 
spirits. 

Amongst the number who went to 
see them land, I may mention, president 
Joseph Smith, B. Y , Willard Rich- 
ards, John Taylor, of the twelve; and 
many others in high standing, although 
the distance was nearly two miles. __ 

Now, dear William, let me say I am 
neither dead, sick, nor dissatisfied, but 
am rejoicing to hear from my old 
friends. y faith in this doctrine, and 
in the prophet and officers is firm, un- 
shaken, and unmoved; nay, rather, it 
is strengthened and firmer than 
ever. 


You say you are almost wearied with 


16 


the lies, &c. This is what we must ex- 
pect in these days, for this bolas 
wicked on; even many, in whom 
we may have great confidence, when we 
see them brought into trial, give way to. 
an evil spirit. Old Mr. B—and daughter, 
like many others, were assailed by the 

crews, who lay scat on 


te 
| and all manner 


of evil . were sounded in their 
ears, until t became di 3 
and, finally, almost denied the fen 


-before they came near Nauvoo. 


People coming here with their minds 


thus prejudiced, will naturally construe 


every thi see and hear into evil, 
will evil where there is 
none. In this state the B—ton family 
came, and were something like spies, 
afraid to a to by any one, lest 
they should be ensnared, ond 
afraid to meet Joseph Smith, lest he 
should want their money. After re- 
maining a short time here, they went 
back to Warsaw, where some of the 
greatest enemies reside, and, I am sorry 
to say, have joined in the general cla- 
mour and business of circulating evil 

rts, some of which I, MYSELF, 
KNOW POSITIVELY TO BE 
FALSE. 

For me to write any thing concerni 
the character of president Joseph Smi 
would be s uous. ill evil reports 
concerning him I treat with utter con- 
tempt ; but because I esteem you highly 
as a friend and brother, I will say a few 
words on this subject. Joseph Smith 
is not the “treasurer for all the Saints,” 
and has no more to do with their money 
than you or me; every man just does 
what he pleases with his money, and 
neither Joseph, nor any other of the 
officers, ever attempt to control any one, 


thei ther. 
"Tho 


Smith trustes, in trust for the 


and as such, upon him devolves the im- 
rtant duties of buying lands, that the - 
ints may have somewhere to gather 
together, and he is responsible for the 

yment for these lands. How can he 
If those who 

ve money will not assist by purchas- 
ing lands from Joseph Smith, and pay- 
oo money for it, how is the church 
to be built up, and what is to become of 
the of poor who are continu- 
ally pouring in from all quarters? 
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Mi three thousand Saints on the shore, | 
in the scene. | 
who wanted to give 
brothers) a hearty 
others panting betwixt doubt | 
lest their friends should | 
| 
| 
tears, ing to see their mothers, | 
their children, and other 
relatives, &c., &c. While all this bus- : 
tle shore, the boat was | 
now withi hundred yards, coming 
directly for the shore; the confusion | 
was 80 I could but faintly hear | 
| 
| 
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— With ard to J. Smith getti 

drunk, I will say that i sant eatin 
as clerk for him, and at his office daily, 
and have been since February 10th, and 
‘I know he is as much opposed to the use 
of intoxicating drinks as any man need 
be. —I have never seen him drunk, nor 
have I ever heard any man who has seen 
him drunk since we came here. I believe 
he does not take intoxicating drink of 
any kind: our city is conducted wholly 
upon temperance principles. As to his 


I love him; the more I know of him, 
and the more confidence I have in him ; 


ht 

shillings) to twenty dollars (four pounds 
per acre, to imp 
ou can have no idea of it 


be a gainer, as your money would bring 
good interest. 
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Elder Amos Fielding will be leavi 
here in a short foe England. 


JOSEPH FIELDING’S LETTER. 
Nawvoo, January, 1842. 
Dear Brother Pratt,—As many of the 
Saints among whom I laboured in Eng- 
land, requested me to write them from 
this place, I saw it to be impracticable to 


write to each , and told them 
I would, get you to publish a 
letter in the Stag, and then they might 


all see it; I therefore request you to do 


80. 

My beloved brethren and sisters of the 
church in England, it is with pleasure 

from you, e refreshing season 
have enjoyed while worshipping with 
you, that who is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever; and while I have 
endeavoured to teach you the all-import- 
ant principles of divine truth, I reflect 
that the seed which so weak an instru- 
ment sowed, was not sown on barren 
ground; that, however much stony 
— highways, and thorns, I ma 

ve laboured among, still there is muc 
seed which took root, grew, and is 


the —— will be the joy. Ma 
I, with my little family, left Liverpool 
on the 20th of » in ony 
with a little over 200, mostly ts. 
We started with a fine wind, leave 
of our beloved brother Pratt, who with 
his wife and brother A. Fielding, stayed 
in the ship the last night we spent there, 
and were soon out of sight of our ‘native 
land. Brother Sanders was inted 
to assist me in the oversight of the com- 
pany. As the wind was rather strong 
we soon became affected with sea sick- 
ness: this is ee and some- 


times painful, both 
for ourselves and but 
it does not continue long. 

We had in our company some who had 


not the spirit, and would have quarreled 


often, but others would not quarrel with 


them, so that we were, perhaps, as peace- 
as ever crossed the ocean. 


e 
Sunday. 


and sacrament every 
_ We reached New Orleans in 


| 
no such thing. To conclude, I will add 
that, the more I am with him, the more 
and I am sorry that people should _ 
heed to evil reports concerning him, 
when we all know the great service he 
has rendered the church. 
| May 2ist, 1842 
Dear Brother,—I have the 
| to inform: you that family 
have all arrived safe, an = health, 
at Nauvoo, I have been here two or 
| three weeks to examine into things for bringing t to the glory of 
| myself, as the reports here, and coming God, with whom I expect to rejoice in 
; up the river, are sufficient to stagger the kingdom of God. The thought is 
any who are not of a strong mind and truly cheering and animating to my mind, 
| firmly grounded in the faith. Ifound and the more we can thereinto, 
brother Joseph Smith to be a straight 
forward going man, and a rebuker of 
and anxious for the welfare of 
| They have got on rapidly for the last 
: two years, but owing to the emigration 
of #0 many poor people, they are short 
of capital to carry on manufacturing 
and other purposes. You might do 
well to invest your money in building, 
as rents here are can 
ae saw it. Miles in extent of 
fine rich land, just ready for the plough. 
ening to, but people should see and 
jedge for themselves. Your capital 
would make you and your family inde- 
pendent, besides, you + help the 
cause ~ much, and at same time 
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forty-eight days from Liverpool. The 
w 


eather was.at one time very hot, about 
as hot as the hottest you ever felt in Eng- 
gave us our journey. 
preached many times by the light of th 
moon while sailing in the trade winds, 
and we enjoyed ourselves very much. 
My object was to speak on the subject of 
the gathering, chiefly, for I saw that this 
was not well by some of the 
Saints: one or two were rather hurt at 
my plain way of telling them what tri- 
bulations they might expect. (I could 
Pe names of some, kno 
as a brother B. from Macclesfield. I 
wish in my heart that none such would 
ever leave their homes; it is a pity for 
them to do so, both for sear ere 
others, there is one scripture to 
thus the net of 
every sort, yet I would not wish to gather 
such. At New Orleans some few divi- 
ded from us, not liking the boat in which 
the rest were going, but the end of this 
only caused the rest to rejoice, as they 
saw how it went in such cases. At this 
place I had a fall which broke one of 
iny ribs, and shook me much ; from this 
I am yet not quite recovered. At St. 
Louis we fi a number of Saints, at 
least who have a name among the Saints, 
some of these prove a trial to those who 
call there. They tell you many evil tales ; 
I wish they would stop all who are like 
themselves. The fai need not be 
troubled at them ; let them talk and have 
all they can get, they seem afraid to suffer 
affliction with the le of God, and so 

to Missouri, where there are none, 

inking also to get a little more money. 
At New Orleans we paid three or four 
shillings a family for its, but this 
may be avoided by getting blank permits 
and filling them up; it would then cost 
twenty cents. 

The sickness so common there in sum- 
mer, had just subsided. Several hun- 
dreds had died in the sickly season, but 
as soon as any frost comes the sickness 
ceases. It is common there to see trees 
loaded with oranges, which are = 
cheap. The e are white an 
= coloured. We took one of the 

steam boats (the General Pratt), 
and for 11s. English each, and |! 
sailed to St. Louis, 800 or 1000 miles. 
The country is.seldom much above the 


river. There are many slave settlements ; 
these often reminded us of the factory 
lords in England, in their mansions sur- 
rounded with cottages occupied by the 
poor oppressed labourer: it 1s much the 
same with the slaves and their masters, 
but the slaves pay no rent. We saw, 
also, many fields of cotton, and many of 

cane. One of our boat’s crew was 


shot, while ing some cane, by the 
owner, the ‘bens was taking in 
wood, but it did not prove fatal. A girl 
of our ar aay eleven years of age, 
while playing, fell overboard and could 
not be saved: this was the only death 
— 
t is a truly interesting scene to 

up this river ; we often th of the 
crowded ion of England, who 
cannot get a foot of land in all their life- 
time, and here we travel many hundred 
miles and see little but forests and no 
one to occupy it, and the best of land. 
The river is often very shallow, and it 
requires much care in managing the boat. 
As I passed along in sight of Missouri, 
I had iar feelings; all the wrongs 
done to the Saints seemed to come 
before me, and I felt as the curse 
of heaven was upon it, and I only felt 
to say Amen to it. At St. Louis, the 
Saints (so called) durst not say.that they 
are Mormons for fear of the people. 

this place to Warsaw we paid one 


We got 
into houses, and stayed there till some of 
the twelve came from Nauvoo to give us 
council; this is about twenty miles, and 
as the river was low, we travelled over 
land, most of which is prairie. Late in 
the evening of the day we left Warsaw, 
we came in sight of some neat ) 
fenced in with pickets, manifesting to us 
that the hand of industry was there dif- 
we had seen from 
our leaving even by the li 

the city of the Saints (Nauvoo), and we 
were then told that we had two miles to 
go to that part of the city to which we 


were going. We soon passed the temple 
went from street to street, as in some 


large city, till we came near the river to 
the house of our late beloved: brother 
Thompson; I can truly say that the 


lieve it possible that a town of me ex- 


| 
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time, especial e 

poor—there iy log, many frame, 
and many brick houses. The temple is 
128 feet in length and 88 in breadth, 


and is to be 150 rot i hei ht; the whole 
is vaulted, and what I the vault, is 
in part occupied by the font, 


supported by twelve oxen, which are of 


wood, now painted white, but eventually 
to be overlaid with gold. It would be 
vain to attempt to describe my feelings 
on beholding this interesting sight ; but 
if you have the same faith as myself in 
the great work of God, and er that 
the things on earth are patterns of things 
in heaven, at the same time look back on 
the form of the temple of Solomon and 
the design of this temple and the font, 
= may judge of my feelings. Many 
ve been baptized therein for their de- 
ceased relatives, and also for the healing 
of their own afflicted bodies. The tem- 
le is going on well, though the build- 
os itself is at a stand, because of the 
frost, but I suppose scores of men are at 
work in the stone quarry, and from ten 
to twenty teams are at work, bringing 
the stones to the place; I su the 
men of England would ‘not attempt to 
build such a house unless they had some 
thousands of pounds to start with, but it 
seems as though the Lord saw that money 
is the god of this generation, = od 
the folly of it, is —e to the wor 
that 4 can do his own work; it will, 
indeed, be a noble building ; it is to be 
floor of th building 
quite up to oor ” ng ; 
qe outer walls are from three to four 
feet thick,.and it is to be accomplished 
by tything and consecrations, the Saints 
blag this in on one day in the week, 
viz. on Saturday ; this is to prevent con- 


fusion—the sum thus bro peony 
often exceeded 1000 dollars 
people offer to the Lo 


tything is not confined to Nau- 
‘bo, but all the branches of the church 


in fact, itis the da and interest of all 
Saints, in a to aid in this thing, 
because all wi id share in the blessings to 


be received at its accomplishment. I 
-would to God I could inspire hearts 
with that faith and zeal which this sub- 
ject justly claims, but I know the poverty 


of many of you, and I know, also, that 


you would be as t in the work as 
the Lord will bless you. 

The foundation-of the Nauvoo house 


is laid, and the walls are from ten to 
twenty feet (i. e.) from the bottom. 
This is to bea and splendid build- 
ing, for the accommodation of stran 
and visitors; it is built in shares of fifty 
dollars ; the foundation is stone, but the 
walls are to be brick. These buildin 
have furnished many of the poor wi 
oseph mi expects ts’ money; 
to this I will give you his own de 2 
me: “ we ask for no one’s money except 
it be as loan, and we will pay him agam 
with interest, but we claim a right to 
council and direct how or where his 
money should be laid out, so that while 
the owner is the gain, it may 
also contribute to the 

It caren h that brother Joseph 
is a prophet of the Lord, and that he is 
an honourable man, as well as his b 

The twelve are doing all they 

can to for their families, preach- 
bowing” in every way and la- 


ev dup the 
to go out 

till the seemnale ie nished ; seven or eight 

of them arehere. I have thought, since 

I came here, that if any could have a 

ight to complain, it 
left all to preach the gospel 

home empty handed, and 


labour or do an even choppin 
, to get 
v to 
ing, yet o not com ut re- 
joice in the testimony 2 been faithful in 
science, that they have been faithful in 
dec the truth asit is in Jesus, 
without covetousness. We think that 


no sacrifice is too great in such a cause. 


There is one , in particular, I wish 
to caution the church — namely 
some women, whose 


cute them for their re 
come here; now, if such their 
case before a council of the eomdianel 

a written statement from the ery 
might know it, th they ighe 
© it, might 
learn whether it would be lawful Sor 


— 


them to be married again. There has 
been a case or two of this sort here, 
which has been a source of trouble. I 
’ would advise no one to come in such a 
case without such certificate. 

There was also a report raised in Eng- 
land that the sale of ituous liquors 
was encouraged here; but it is a law of 
the city, that any one who sells it for 
common use pay a fine of fifty dol- 
lars. I have seen no such thing as sel- 


liquors or drunkenness in the city. © 


! y of the Saints in England have 
complained that their fri do not 
write to them from this country. One 
cause of this neglect is, that almost all 
things here are carried on without the 


use of money, but they cannot send let-_ 


, are 80 about their 
they seem to have no time to attend to 
other things, you will also see it to be in 
the wisdom o that such communi- 
eations should berather limited, ae 
her one is at liberty to write as o 
| Dh wi; but somd are not wise in this 
‘matter, and if they would bear it in mind, 
that what they send from ‘here, if it be 
incdrrect, will surely come here again, 
they would be more careful to write the 
truth. But I wish the Saints in Eng- 


Iand would not be grieved or 
if they do not get as many letters as they 
would like. would, with pleasure, 


write letters to many individuals in Eng- 


land and the Isle of Man, but I must 


for grinding corn and 

for sawin to thie iller will 
_ be wanted ; there are not many mills, but 
ion, and the wages are high ; such 
need not fear if they only have 

faith of the church, and without this 


whether it be or no, a man with a small 
capital would do well to set up some 
hand-looms; he may get the 

thread or cops at S¢. and the ex- 
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of iage would be but little; 
ut perhaps it would be well to bring 


some reeled worsted and some reeds 
Sheep are increasing here, and of course 
the wool will too. Any kind of iron 
work is dear here. To establish weav- 
ing here is very important, as it would 
keep the cash at home which has now to 
for clothing, in a great measure at 
na: cot it would also furnish many 
with employment who are better ac- 
quainted with weaving than any other 
work. As to trades in general, they seem 
to prosper according to men’s activity and 
uprightness; several have done well at 
shop-keopi , and it is likely to be a good 
business. Farming is also important, as 
all we get out of the earth is as though 
we created it (i. e.) it has not to be pur- 
chased from the world. | 
I would gladly contribute to the in- 
formation already circulated in my native 
land, and if I should see any thing that 
would be of benefit, I shall be ready to 
make it known to you if the Lord will. 
And now, after having born a faithful 
agp for four years in my native 
, I again testify to my countrymen, 
and to all men, that the Lord has restor- 
ed the lost priesthood, renewed the bro- 
ken covenant, and after the world has 
long sat in darkness, and every man has 


walked in his own way and after the im- 


age of his own God, while some have 
been saying this, this is truth, and others, 
this (its contrary) is truth, the Lord has 
sent his holy angel to make known the 
true of Jesus Christ; and as no 
man any right to assert any thing 
contrary to the declaration of others, 
unless he has superior evidence, I would 
remind them that it is the peculiar pri- 
vilege of the Saints to receive, and the 
— nature of the gospel to give a 

ledge of the truth, and this is our 
privilege. We know that we have the 
true gospel of Jesus Christ, for God has 
declared it and we have heard his:voice, 
and our testimony is true, and those who 


hear and obey it shall find mercy and be 
saved if continue faithful to the 
end of their day of probation: but those 


who di it shall be cut off, and the 
faithful 
at the last 
ee is people and to build 
up Zion, as the holy scriptures have fore- 
told, and the nations of the earth have 
begun to flow to it, as the scriptures tes- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
beg to be excused; it would take more | 
money than I can at present command, | 
but I will tell them, generally, Nauvoo | 
isa flourishing city ; a steam mill is to be | 
| 
bag are as well at home. 
t is the wish of the church that fac- 
tories should be established. Some of 
the brethren might. put their money to- | 
gether and accomplish this, it would do 
well for themselves.and well for the | 
_ church, but till this can be done, or | 
| 
7 


